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0 HE Prodigions and Growing Witheds 
Niet of the Age and Land in which 


we live, i Matter of Daily Grief 
to all who have any juſt 8. * He- 
nour of God, or do indeed wiſh well to their 
Native Country; Great and Incorrigible Sins 
being the common Fore-runners of Erie 
vous Judgment, and oftentimes the Preiade 
to a4 General Deſolation. 

AN ſure ti the Duty of all to bring 
what Flelp they can, to quench this Fire, be- 
fore it blazes ont into a Waſting Flame, and 
rages too high to be Extinguiſbed. Men cant 
be Indifferent to ſuch uſeful and nectſſary Ser- 
vice, without proclaiming their Neutrality in 
the Cauſe of 6 0 D, their Unconcern for 
the beſt nr Men ; That they are with- 5 
drawn from their Allegiance. to the Sovereign 
of the World, and are unwilling to appear on 
his Side + That they are ſhrank into Spirscleſs 
Clods, and have no Life to be ſpem in the 
Service of Mankind, © 

THESE Conſiderations, or ſich as theſe, 
have Incited ſome within theſe few Tears, to 
Embody and nnite their Forces againſt luva- 
ding and prevailing Vice, that did before waſt 
like a Peſtilence at Nown-Day; and others to 
Hearten em on to the War, by all dur Eu- 
couragements, Bleſſed be God that their 
Artempts have not been wholly . 
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The PREFACE. 
"And oh! that more might be ſtirred wp to 
follow the "Glorious Example; to bid Defiance 

| to the Sins of Men, whilſt the Tendereſt Love 
and Pity to their Souls and Bodies, are the 
Generous Principles that Animatg and car 
them fortdard, thro the vaſt and diſcouraging | * 
Undertaking, | | 781 

T HE abounding of Iniquity, notwithſtanding 
all their Attempts, doth aſſure us, That ſome- 
thing is yet wanting to compleat the Deſign. 

And how much woud God be Glorified, 

and all good Men rejoyced? What an Hap» 

neſs wound it be to the Land in General, if 

| Jome Method cou'd be found out, and put in 

| | Execution with Univerſal Succeſs, ſo as to 

| Live 4 Check to, and drive back the Swell- 

| ing Torrent, bring a Bluſh into the Face of 

5 Sin, force it into a Corner, to be perpetrated 

in the Retreats of Darkneſs, and avoid the 

Shine of Day. Men won d by Degrees be brought | 

to an Abſtinence from Evil, if they were Tres 

made aſham d of it. Cunſcience, that by the 

Sollicitations and Encouragements of Company, 

# frequently Baffled and put to Silence, won d 

then ſpeak with the more Aſſurance and Com- 

mand, and force the Trembling Wretch to 
hear. But till it ſhall pleaſe the Great God 
to pour forth much larger Meaſures of bw 

Spirit and Grace, we have no ſuch « Glorious: 

Reformation in Frojpeft, . 

FE muſt we not wipe our Months, and} t. 

put our Hands into our Boſom, as iſ the Deſ- tl 

pair of ſuch 4 Bleſſed Revolition, were ſuffi- | N 
rent ff” 
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San. The Means gre to be uſed 3 An what 


* 


was juſt now ſuggeſted, diretts us to one Me- 


tho of curing the Predominant Evil; the 


Diſcovery of the Cauſe being in moſt Caſes, 


the readiiſt way to 
for the Diſtemper. 


AN I cooncludey it ſhould be obvious to 


ont prope. Remedies 


all, who know any thing of the World, That the 


Devil makes moſt Slaves among Men, and holds 
all who are once Inveigled, the faſter in his 


Chains, by Enſnaring Society. A Combination 


in Crime, creates Boldneſs in Sinning, A ſinful 
Emulation puts upon the more uncommon Arts 
and Improvements of Vice, and prompts to that 


Meaſure of Wickedneſs which wow'd he frightful 


to the Sinner whilſt alone; which he wound not 


have the Courage to Commit, if he had not ſome 
bold and deſperate Abett ora. 
HO many Millions hath the Devil ruin'd 
in all Ages, by theſe Methods ? How. many are 
now ruining themſelves, thro his Advice by bis 


under. Counſellors ? How many are there, who in 


their Immature Age afforded p1 egnant Hopes of 


doing ſomething more than Common for the Ser- 


vice of the Church of Chriſt, and their Country, 


that have been drawn aſide by the Snares of a 


vitious Society; and after a little Converſc with 

them, have worn out all fermer Sober Impreſſi- 
ons, have become the Reproach of their Family, 
the Baneof their Neighbourhood, the Ruiners of 


their Country, (as far as 'twas in their Power) 


the Plagues of the Church, and Burthens to em- 


fſelven, 


- 


——— * 
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; The PREFACE _ 
ſelves. Oh how Tnduſtrionſly, when onte they 
e enge df do their mad Mmunions endeavour 
16 drum, or taft ont every Serions Thought that 
won make vm ſhrink from Sin f How careſully 
1 every thing baviſh'd the Company, that would 
| tie their dain or Witions Minds under any Re- 
& ſtraints ? And how ſuddenly muſt their Ruin be 
28 Pmiſbed, who are onte enter i into ſo vile a Con- 
. federacy,* and given up to the Conduct and Com- 
mand of ſuth Fatal Directors? Many more ful 
Parents throughout England, who have had all 
Their Hopes of their Children, in this way, blaſted 
and defeattd at once, can give 4 mitlaucholy Re- 
lion of their ſadden Proficiency in Vire, and 


* 


hom obſtinately uraf they have been to all their 
Pons Perſwa , after they have once been 


Charm d and Chain d by the Allurements of vain 
and oittour Companions.” Many deſperately wicked 
Wretches that have now Scar d their Conſcientei, 
put our even their Natural Light, and are trans- 
rm into Brutes and Monſters, tho they were 
_ pate promiſing Inſt aiices of a Careful Edacation, 
ec d (if they had the Honeſty or Courage) tell, 
bow they were firſt drawn away by theſe Brwitch- 
ing Charms, and how ſoon they grew up to Hardy 
\ Defiers of the Authority of God, the ſerious Ad- 
4 — of Men, and the Checks of tbeir own Con- 
T Jruences, ' a 6 nt 0 eh 
4 In ſure, ail that lou befort them muſt ſer, 
8 that evil Converſation bath bets the great Cor- 


l ruprer of onr Age; the Debancher of our Printi- 
= ples and Morals. This bath multiplied dhe Im- 
Pia Aſſaulters of our Chriſtiam Faith in groſs 


1% 
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all Places with Prat ane ſa and Ala ſphomie i, dreadful 
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' of their Fame, Healrh, EF Mes,.4t the Hazard of 
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aud the ſeveral Ineparians Articles H. This bab * 


be in upon #s 4 Torrent of Landucſs »d D 1 
ancherq, par pear Impulence in Sinving 10 that 
op odio ion / Height, ns mas unknown to the Heathen 
12 and ugs d heve been a-ftranger Objettion in 
the Months 0 their thinking Men Kain Chriſtia- 
nity, than all the Myſteries in it. This bath fil. d 


EV 


Curſes and Imprec ations ; ſo that there is no walling 
our Streets without ones our Ears grated, and aur 
very | Hearts chill d, with this Language of Hell. 
This hath brought ſuch 4 General Contempt n 
Preaching, and other Divine Ordinauces, and em- 
bolden'd Men io mate 4 Feft of Mrel Inftitations 
and droll upon the Bible. This hath Thin d our 
Churches, and fill d the Play-Houſes, thoſe Semina- 
ries of Mecledneſe, that ſrem to haue been Erefted 
by the Devil, 16 Confront - Chriſtian Afſembly:,” and 
ſhem that he- bath-Va{ſſals at bis Command, to preach 
. ond more 2 2 | 
to attend upon their Inſtruftions, than an Holy 
can Boaſt of in ſeveral Churches tire the 4. 
Wretches that can dare to ſerve him at the Expince 


- 


their Bodys and Soul;, every thing that is dear v6 
them, and deſerves to be valued in Time, ant th 
Eternity. This (in a Mord) bath brought that G. 
neral _ in the Cauſe of GO D, upon the Pro- 
ſeſſors of Chriſtianity, and thoſe Departures from 
him, that are the fearful Indications of 4 more Ge- 
eral Defect ion and Apoſtacy. AE ATA 14 
| e Progreſs of Vice, even in aChri+ 
tian Land, where the Laws of GO D and Man 
have appear d to comrout it! And muff wicked Com 
pany be eſteem d 4 Principal Canſe of this' Monſtrous 
Gronth ? And is it not Time for ſume to found the 
Alarum, and let poor unwary Sinners know the Evil 
and the Danger of it? Ii it not Time for ſome 10 
. hy: diſnade 


The PREFACE. 


diſrade from ſuch pernicious Converſation? Ab 
w0#'d to God we tou'd diſmade, that we cou'd ſhew 
poor heedleſs Wretches their Danger, ſo as to aff<, 


righten em from it. But the Means muſt be uſed, 
and the Succeſs leſt to him, who in ol ſuch Caſet 
muſt give the Increaſe. | 

1 ſhoe made ſome Attempt therefore for the Re- 
medy of this Evil; and that thro the Bleſſing of 
60 D it might be of General Advantage, have 
ventur d to make it Publick in a C itical Age. (ths 
not without the Deſire of many, and Approbation of 
fome, whoſe Fudgment 1 value much more than 


mine own) May that Great God (who once by 4 


Stone from the Hand of a Sripling, beat down 4 Giant, 
who bad Defiance to his Armies, and therefore to 
his Power) now Glorify his Excellent and Saving 
Might, by working ſome ſuch Effects by the preſent 


Eſſay. That jome may be call d off from withed m- 


pany that are already engag d, others may be deterr d 
from it, and kept out of Reach, and all may be left 
without Excuſe, into whoſe Hand: this ſhall fall, who 


will not be warn d nor reclaim d. 


1 ſhall finiſh this Preface (already ſuell d beyond 


my firſt Intention) when I have defir d (1.) All ſach 
as wiſh well to the Deſign, to Second it with their 
fervent Prayers to GO D, that the Attempt may 
not altogether fail of Succeſs. (2.) All who think 
the Diſcourſe fitly form d to promote this End, and 


have Ability, to render it as Generally uſeful as may 


be. And (3.) Such as are 4 or Endanger d 
by Evil Company, eſpecially the Youth, to weigh ſe- 
riouſly what is offer d to Conſideration, to be Faithful 


to themſelves, and not' ſtifle or withſtand the Convifti- 


ont of their Conſciences, and defy God, harden them- 
felves, and bring upon them à quick and inevitable 
Kuine by ſuch Oppoſition. . 


- SIMON BROWN. 
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Prov. XIII. 20. 1 Fury 


40 ompanion 7 F vol ir ſl 
be deftroyed. mw 


T HE Impreſſ ons made upon the Minds 
of Men, by the Society to which they 
joyn themſelves are ſo © notorious,” that 
among moſt Civilized Nations it is grown 
cuſtomary to deſcribe a Man by his Com- 
pany. The Societ ty a Man prefers and uſes 
is eſteem'd one of the beſt Diſcoveries of 
is inward Temper, and his -Courſe of Life. 
nd I am ſure, Man, whoſe Nature ſeems 
oatriv'd for a Social, not a Solitary State's 
hoſe laborn Propeafions render him Fond 
of Companions, ſhould uſe a great Meaſure 
of Prudence in the Choice of them; ſince 
their Influence is ſo natural and univerſal. 
He who would not bring upon himſelf a 
Quick and a Certain Ruin, muſt refuſe 
the Familiar Converſe of thoſe, whoſe Ad- 
ice, Example, and Courſe of Life, do. di- 
rely and plainly tend © thereto. . + But 
ſuch - who call the mſelves Chriſtians, are 
above all. others concern'd to guard them- 
ſelves here, becauſe the Ruin they ven- 

ture 


„ 6 
ture upon by ſuch a Converſation, is of 
the moſt frightful Kind; exceeding great 
and irreparable. And one wou'd think this 
ware" un Argument Powerful enough to 
deter them from a Choice of ſuch for their 
Companipns, whoſe Temper of Miad, and 
yon of Life, arg flatly oppoſite to thoſe 
Preſcriptions by which they are ob- 
Tra to think 5 wal | 
THE Wiſe Preacher thiuks it ſufficient 
therefore, to caution againſt this Society, 
by' ſhewing the dangerous Contagion there- 
of; and ſuppoſes: that every Man in his 
Senſes, - would take the Hint from ſuch a 
Diſcovery: Aad as for the Sake of their 
Bodies, they flee from One ſic k of the 
Plague, or any deadly Diſtemper of 
the like Contagious Nature; ſo, for the 
Sake of much more important Intereſts, 


they would ſhun that Society which Pe. 


expoſes them to Hazards and Dangers | of 
che moſt: Fatal Conſequence. . 

AND yet alaſs! ſee the Generality 

of Mankind are wreck'd on this Rock; un- 


done * the Society wich which they con- 
verſe. 


IT may not then be improper to ſet 
in View ſome of the miſchievous and rui- 


nous Effects of evil Company; which the 


Words of our Text do ſo fully Aſſert: 4 
Were of Fools 228 be deſtroyed. 4 
HE 


N 


lis which when we have explain'd and con - 
to Hfirm'd, we ſhall endeavour to 8 | 
ir And all in this Order. 5 0 1 


— i WE fhall tell. you 1 the Fools 
b. are, whoſe Society i is fo DeſtruQve. 


| Il. WE ſhall thew you, Wa is to be 
at Freputed a Companion of Fools. 


* 

K- III. W E ſhall endeavour to prove, that N 
nis Woch a Companion of Fools is in the ready 
2 Way to certain Ruin. 

eir 

he IV. DRA wW ſome laferences from ih 
of Fviole :_ Of theſe, in Oi der. | 

h 

ts L LET. us enquire who thoſe Fools 


are, whoſe Society is in our Text aſſerted 
o be Deſtructive. , And we are by the Fool 
ere, not ro underſtand one whom ſome 
atural Defect depives of the due Uſe of 
is thinking Faculties, and Powers; but 
Dae whom vicious Habits hinder from 
he fit Exerciſe of thoſe Faculties, about the 
atteis of his higheſt and beſt Iaterelt - 

or, it is very obvious, upon a little Ac- 
Muaintance with Scripture Stile, that Fool 
nd Wicked are very frequently Terms of the 


(3: 
at THE Words are an entire Propoſition, _ - 


ame Senſe and Signification. The immediate- Prov. 4. 
y preceeding Verſe here, may be taken as an 6. 14 ch. 


altance. Ic is an Abomination for Fools 7.9. ch. 
| A - fo I 9, 4 


24- ch. 9. to depart from Evil. And many | mere 
ch. might he quoted. And it is no Wonder 
10. 11. that the ſame Book of God that tells ns, 


26. 


, \ 


„ 
\ 


O44) 


111 Pſa. The Fear of the Lord is the beginning of Wif- 
10. 25 dom, i. e, The Height and Perfection of jr, 
Fob 28. ſhould call ſach as arg deſtitute of this 


Fear, Fools. . | 

| THE Wicked Perſon: then in general 

is the Fool, whoſe Company is here aſ- 

—_—_ — be 3 _ he 5 wick- 
erſon, who impenitently its in a 

Courſe of known eig: The Tenor of 

whoſe Converſation doth manifeſt, that he 


is under the Reigning Power of ſome Vice 


( eſpecially if ir be. a groſs notorious Sin :) 
Now, theſe being various; that we may 
the more fully underſtand who thoſe Fools 
are, it will be proper to deſcend to Par- 
ticulars, and point them out to you, accor- 


ding to the Vice that predominates in the 


and ſhews it ſelf moſt in the Con- 
verſation: And here it is fit that the 


-1. CAVILING Unbeliever ſhould 
lead the Van, as the chief, and moſt dan- 


Heart, 


2 Pet. 4. gerous of all. He who gives not Credit 
354. Jude himſelf to the Principles of reveal'd or 


18, 


natural Religion, and doth what he can to 
cavil others out of their Belief : That pre- 
tends to own no- God, the Almighty Pa- 


rent and Ruler of the World, who ſhou d 
give Being to all Things coatain'd t 


herein, 
aſlign 


nceaocco mr AmmTYT9YY © 


er affign them their various Stations and Ser- 1 Tin. 1. 


, vices, and Efficacioutly, preſcribe Rules to 2 


E them, for their ready Regularity in their 


it, Motions; but aſcri bes this Beautiful and > Tis. 2. 


iis Orderly Univerſe, and the regular and 
I UHarmonious Motions of all the Beings in it, 
ral to. the neceſſary Tendency of ſtupid: Mat- 
aſ- ter, or the powerful Efficacy of blind Chance - 
k- / A Word that however it may cheat with 
a its Sound a reſolv'd Infidel, doth in Reali- 
of ty ſignify juſt noching) Or if he own a 
he God, will confine him to Heaven, and re- 


ice © move him far away from any Sight or Ob- 4.29. 15. 
1 ) ſervation of his Creatures, or Concern with ch. 47. 10. 
ay them; and will pretend to skirmiſh with 2 Ext. 
ols his weak Sophiſtry againſt theſe Impreg- 12. 59+ 


ar- able Truths. e n 
or-! HE that pretends to.own no nd- 
the | ance upon any Supream, Wile, and Al- 
n- mighty Being, for his Life and Enjoyments; 
Ino Subjection to the Law and Rule of any 
Supream Lord, or any Obligations. to uſe 
his Faculties and Powers, moderate and 
confine his Paſſions and Appetites, or or- 
der his Behaviour towards his Fellow Crea- 
tures, according to his Preſcriptions; - who 
will offer his Cavils agaiaſt all the plain 
Duties that Natural Religion teaches; and 
will dare to queſtion (at leaſt) whether you 
owe God any Reverence, Love or Obe- 
dience; whether you are under any Tyes 
of juſtice, Ws Honeſty, Gratitude; 
| BY or 


(6) 

or Kindnefs to your Fellow - Creatures; whe. 
ther you ſnould have any Concern for your 
princi pal Part, the. Soul; or abferve.any 
Rational Decorum, or Comelineſs, in yoar 
Actions And is very free to avow, that 
vou may live as you liſt; and. permit Ap- 
petite and Fancy, Luſt and Paſſion, to range 
as they pleaſe; without any Regard to the 
Dignity of the reaſonable Nature, the Wel- 
fare of your Fellow- Creatures, your Fame, 
or Bodily Health; yea, or the Sovereignty 
and Honour of your Supream L ORD: And 
to offer ſomething that he calls Reaſon; for 
the Juſtification of theſe his wild Principles : 
Or, if he profeſſes to on the Principles. of 
Natural Religion, will yet tell you the Bible 
is all Sham and Forgery, your Saviour a 
Cheat, his Goſpel an Impoſture ; the Do- 
&trines therein containd a flat Contradiction 
and im le: That the Terrors of Hell 
and che Triumphs of Heaven are all Ima+ 
ginary; as vain and deluſory as the Fig- 
ments of the Heathen Poets; and is very 
prompt and ready to try his Skill in making 
good his Charge, and in endeavouring to 
diſcredit thoſe reaſonable Evidences which 
have in all Ages born up the Credit of 
Chri ſt ianity, and made Way for its Re- 
ception, Entertainment, and Eſtabliſhment 
in the World. DV e 31082 al 

AND Wonder not that I rank ſuch 
prodigious Blaſphemers as theſe, 


1 * 


Fools, 


among the 


F 


Fools, whoſe Society is ruinous and deſtru- 
&ive. This you'll ſay appears at the firſt 
Glance: The very Breath of ſuch Meng. 
Mortally Venomous, who would rob GO 
of the Horiour of their Being and Enjoy» 
ments, and of the Sovereignty of the World; 
CHRIST of che Honour of his Salvati- - 
on; and turn the Earth into a Den of 
Thieves, of Beaſts and Furies: But ſure 
there can be none ſo mad and monſtruous 
among Men ! Yes Sirs, our unhappy. Times 
afford too. many of them. And perhaps 
your own Converſation -will afford you ſtill 
Inſtances of more; who if they don't flatly 
diſown all theſe neceſſary Truths, do yet 
disbelieve to that Degree, the Revelation 
contain'd in the Bible, as to Evacuate the 
weighty Doctrines thereof, and render them 
Null, as to the Influence, they ſhould have 
upon their Minds. That not only fay in 
their Hearts, There is no God; but avow P/. 141+ 
their Infidelity by their Practices: Or, if 

they own a GOD, will take away Juſtice 

and Wiſdom, and Holineſs from his Na- 

ture, and make him up of Attributes every 

way Inconſiſtent with Divine Perfections. 


2, THE Prophane, .ohd Blaſphemer. 
He who will profeſs to own the Being of 
a God, and the Awful Truths delivered in ai. 3. 2 
the Bible; and therefore to own a God in- 3. 
veſted with all thoſe ſhining Glorys, and 

A4 poſſesꝰd 


— 


(8) 


poſſeſs'd of thoſe Excellencies and. Perfecti- 
Bon which the holy Scriptures aſcribe to him: 


ut yet will treat him with the ſame Scorn 
and Contempt as he would caſt on the 
moſt trifling Fellow- Creature, that will 
toſs about his Name in common Diſcourſe, 
with the utmoſt Levity and Unconcerned- 
neſs; that upon trivial Provocations receiv'd 
from a Companion, will turn the Edge 
of their Reſentments againſt God himſelt; 


Dare the Thunders of his Power, and defie 


Damnation; or elſe wiſh jc may be the 
dreadful Portian of ſych as have offended 
them; that rage at ſuch as in tender Pity tell 
them of their Madneſs and Danger; ſpitefully 
reproach them with the Name of Saints, and 
perſecute them as the Troublers of their 
wicked Peace; that laugh at them as whim- 
fical Fools, who too much dread the Wrath 
of an Angry G OD, or Sin which deſerves it; 
8 is in its own Nature (perhaps) more 


frighiful) and make too much Trouble- 


ſome Adoe about going to Heaven; that 
mock and deride all ſerious Godlineſs, bid 
Defiance to the Checks of their own Con- 
ſciences; the Vengeance of their God, and 
the Miferies of Hell: Or elſe as prophane- 
ly preſume, That (tho' they trample under 
Foot his moſt Sacred Inſtitutions, contemn 
his Laws, reproach, vilifie and abuſe his 
Servants, diſdain the Honourable ſtrigaeſs 


gf 


(9) 

of their Profeſſion, 3 offer them the 
higheſt Indignities and Outrag es) he will | 
fondly overlook theſe Provocations of theirs, P.. 50. 21. 
and receive and careſs them with the ten- 
dereſt Pity and Love: Or however, are 
reſolv'd to put all to the Hazard; and tho? 
they treat GOD in the moſt contempti- 
ble Manner whilſt alive, by braving his 
Juſtice, Blaſpheming his Name, ſporting 
with his Vengeance, ſcorning his ſacred In- 
ſtitutions, Snuffing at his Services and Wor- 
ſhip, trampling upon his Authority and 
Regal Power, lighting his Grace and 
Son, and laughing at his Holineſs, or the 
Tranſcript thereof, drawa by Grace upon 
the Hearts of real Belieyers, will yet venture 
upon his Mercy when they die, and launch 
forth into his terrible Preſence then, with a 
Confidence more Blaſphemous than the 
vileſt of their Behaviour whilſt alive. 


3. T HE Sabbath- breaker may very fitly 
be ſubjoyn'd to the Foregoing- (The Sin 
it ſelf being an high Contempt of Divine 
Authority, and leading on to an eſtabliſhed 
Contempt of GOD in all other laſtances :) 
He who will acknowledge himſelf. under no 
Obligation to ſet apart One Day in Seven 
for the Service of GOD, or the great In-, 
tereſt and Concern of his precious Soul: 
But makes the LOR D's Day a Time of 
Buſineſs or Pleaſure, withqut ever appear- 


ing 


a DID 


f / 


. 1 : 
ng in the publick Aſſemblies of the Saints, 
r honouring G00 by a faithful Uk 


ok the Ordinances he hath appointed for 


the beginning and carrying on to Perfecti- 


on, a Life of Grace; and which are admi- 


niſtred nſually on this Holy Day: Or if he 
doth afford his bodily Preſence, is yet wea- 
ry of the Confinement, and as ſoon as the 
Publick Service of the Day is over, reck- 
ons the reſt of the Time his own; and 
ſpends it in idle Walks or Viſits, in the Ta- 
vernor Coftee-Houſe, iu impertinent Chat 
and Converſation, without 'ever with- 
drawing from the World, to look into 
his Heart, or examine into his Frame, whilſt 
attending upon Ordinances; or what he 
has reapt by his Attendance; - without ever 
taking Care to fuſtruct his Family in the 
neceſſary Trurhs of the Chriſtian Religion, 
to Carechiſe them, pray with them, read 
the Holy Scriptures to them, or make them 
ſenſible that they have a G OD to pleaſe 
and Glorifie, and Souls to ſave that are 


worth more than the World: Or, if he may 
- ſometimes drop ſome Words concerning 
theſe Things, yet tis in ſach a light, un- 


ſerious Manner as is never likely to make 
any faving Impreſſion upon them, and what- 
eyer he faith to them; yet by hs own 
carnal, idle and careleſs Behaviour on this 


Holy Day, doth much to perſwade them (in 
flat Contradiction to the Scriptures ) that Puy 
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as diſpure againſt the ſtrict Obſervation of 


+5. + CM 3 
the Way to Heaven is broad and ſmooth, and 
ealy, and that there is no ſuch Danger 
of a Miſcarriage, as ſhou'd make them over 
ſollicitous about their Salvutlon. in 4 
Word, he who on this Day is not ſeriouſſy 
concern'd in Publick and Private, in the 
Church, and in his Cloſet and Family, to 
promote his on Salvation and theirs who 
are committed to his Charge; that doth not 


4 


eſteem the Day indeed devoted or conſe- 


crated ro GOD + Or if he hath ſuch a 
Thought, will yet ſpend it in Viſits, Feaſt- 
ings, Pleaſures for which hechad no Vaca- 
tion in the Week; or elſel Would over - 
look it, becauſe he eſteem d the LO RD's 
Day a Seaſon of greater Leiſute for Attend- 
ance on his Friends or his Pleafures,-is ano- 
ther of the Fools whoſe Society is to be 
eſteemed Perilous. r 
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I ſhalt not ſpend Time in proving 


: s 
" * * _— 


Chriſtians under an Obligation to Hallo — - 


this Day, but refer the Reader that calls 


for ſuch Proof, to a brief Tractate of tbe 
Reverend Mr Barter on this Head: Only His Dix ine 


would beg Leave to obſerve, That ſuch ein- 


his Day, would rob the Church of Chriſt 
of one of her 'moſt valuable Priviledges, 


ſince tis Morally impoſſible, that the Multi- 


udes among Chriſtians ſhould have Time to 


mind the great Concerg of their Souls ta 
p1y Purpoſe. if God had not orda 
| / 


ined 
this 


* 


ment of t he 
Lord'sD ay, 


; ( 12 ) 8 1 
this Day for an Holy Vacation from ſeculat 
Buſineſs and worldly Vanity, for their imme. 
diate Attendance upon his Worſhip; even 
Chriſtians themſelves would be too deeply 
immers'd in ſecular Concerns, and grow too 
unmindful of another World, if the Week. 
ly Returns of this Day did not relieve them 
And I need not ſay any: Thing co make 
thoſe Holy Souls who live in Believing, Long- 
ing ExpeQations of ſpending a long \Eter- 
nity. in the joyful Service of their God, ſen · Ii 
ſible, how great their Felicity is, in having 
One Day in Seven ſet apart for the ſame 
Work here Below; that on Earth they may 
begin the Muſick of Heaven, and get their 
Hearts, by holy Exerciſe, more fitted to theſfkciot 
Life and Employment of Saints in Glory, - 
| | e 


4. THE Religious Diſputer; (it I mayſhaft 
x Cor. 1. ſo call one that hath really no Religion, be- Pai 
20. 1 Tin. ſides what floats in the Head without ſink-· Piſ 
6. 4, 5. ing as deep as the Heart, or making anyſeni 
Saving Impreſſions there) who is upon allpigi 
Occaſions very ready to publiſh his ConceitsCor 
makes a mighty Pother about the NotionsIWe 
he hath either receivd from Tradition, othice 
ſpun out of his own Fertile Brain; and willGo! 
ſpend whole Hours, or Days, in uſeleſs En- pf 
quiries, Aſſertions, Oppoſitions and De: 
bates, but never ſeriouſly examines whath 
practical Uſe ſhould be made of the Princi 
ples he owns, and with ſo much Vehemen- 
N x c 


S 

cy maintains, how his own Heart ſhould be 
lar affected with them; or how he ſhould em- 
ne · ¶ ploy them for the Propagation and Fur- 
renfltherance of real Godlineſs: Who is very 
plyBFierce in diſputing for his particular Noti- 
tool ons concerning Grace, the Will of Man, 
ek-fithe Method of Divine Decrees, the Mode 
em. of Perſonal Subſiſtence in the Trinity, (which 
ke laſt no Man underſtands, and therefore fure- 
ng · Ily not the moſt forward and confident in their 
er · Peter minations) and the Nature of Faith, 
en · its Intereſt in Juſtification, &c. when alaſs! 
ingfThe Truth of none of theſe Inſtances is 
mefjund by them to humble and quicken them, 
nayfſto perſwade them ro Conſecrate and Devote 
1eirfichemſelves to God, and live by his Gra- 
ous Influences, according to the Direction 
ry» ef his Holy Word; no Pains taken to ma- 
Pifeſt chemſelves to be true Believers and 
nayſhaſtify' d, by the Operative Virtue of their 
de · Faith; nor any Thing mingled with their 
ak-JDiſputes, that hath any ſerious Savour, or 
anyFends to the Furtherance of real vital Re- 
| allfligion : Who will unweariedly canvaſs the 
its Controverſies now Afoot in the Chriſtian- 
ion World, about the Out-works and Appen- 
orices of Religion, about Church- Officers, 
wilPovernment, and Cenſures; about Modes 
Eu- pf Worſhip, Forms and Ceremonies; op- 
De. poſe or defend with Eagerneſs and Heat,; 
vhatFea, with fiery Zeal, a Zeal that will not 
nclÞnly conſume themſelves, but blaze out 
nen“ | and 
c 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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and walk: all rqund them, whilſt they are 
utterly unconcern d abont cheriſhing- rhe 
Vitals, the Inward Warmth and living Pow- 


er of true Religion, and at once permit = 


their Love to GOD and their Neighbour' 
to freeze, and languiſn, and die: And in all 


heir euger Diſputes, never concern them- | 


ſelves to make Converts to Chriſt ; but only 
forward and ' confident Zealots of their 
own Side. They make many. Times a trou- 


bleſom Noiſe for their own Fancies, but are. 
little concern'd about the Frame of their | 


Hearts, the Order of their Converſations, 
the Honour, of G O D, or the true Advan- 


tage of thoſe with whom they convrſe. They 
talk upon all Occaſions, even to Dulneſs, 
about the beloved Notion; and if they can 


by their Talk make a Proſelyte to their 
Opinion, their End is gain'd; it is no Con- 
cera of theirs, what Effect it hath upon 
the Heart and Life, nor how the Perſon con- 


forms his Behavior to the plain, unerring, 
indiſputable Rules of Living, preſcrib'd in 


the Scriptures. 


NOT That I am here drawing up an 


Accuſat ion againſt all ſober Enquiry into the 
Abſtruſe Doctrines of Chriſtianity, or Zeal 
for the ſmalleſt Truth, provided it be duly 
temper d; ſo that Men don't forget the 
common Frailty, dont chill and deſtroy 
that Chriſtian Love and Charity which is 
the very Life of true. Religion, to "RY 
n X 


4 RE 
all the Truths of the Goſpel do in their own 


re ¶ Nature ſubſerve, and ſhould by Chriſtians, © | 


he be us d for that purpoſe. But I think theſe 
-en that make a Stir and Pother about 
ut ¶ Not ions and Opinions, (be they never ſo true 
ur and of themſelves never ſo important) whilit 
all they ate car eleſe about the Intereſt of O 
N- ia their own Souls, and the World, and 
ſnew as little Concern for the Propagation 
of true Godlineſs, (by which I mean a Hife 
of holy Devotedneſs to God thro Chriſt) 
are the moſt egregious Fools, and can't 


eally do as much Prejudice to the Inte- 
reſts of Religion (perhaps more) than de- 
ard lofidels; ſince Mens natural Horror 
at their Principles, may keep them out of 
he Reach of Infection by them; when on 
eir he other Hand, Mens natural Averſion 
o Sound Practical Religion will eaſily cheat 
hem into a Perſwaſion, that a ſuperfici- 
Knowledge floating in the Brain, is the 
um of Chriſtianity ; when thoſe that make 
he moſt Noiſy Contentions about it, can con- 
ent themſelves with ſuch a ſlight Religion, 
nd never aim to feel the deeper Influences 
ff their own Principles, to underſtand the 


ecauſe of their Affinity 


Off 5. THE Perſecutors who hate the Pow- 
ien r of Godlineſs, whilſt none perhaps more 


zealous 


ſcape the Character of the Wicked. They 


idden Life of the true Believer. 1 adjoyn, 


% 
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zealons for Outſide Shew and Form, and 
particular Opinion; and therefore will upon 
all Occaſions, be railing at ſuch as differ from 
them, and loading them with*the baſeſt 
Reproaches, and the higheſt lajuries; ef. 
pecially if their Lives manifeſt any Thing 
of chat Powerful, Living, and Real Religi- 
on which themſelves hate; and do theit 
utmoſt by treachorous Arts and open Vi- 
olence, to defame and ruin them: That will 
upon all Occaſions be reproaching them for 
Hy pocrites or Hereticks, for Enemies to U- 


Act, 17.6, nity and Order, for Rehels againſt Govern- 


7. 


ment, and Diſturbers of the Worlds Peace. 


And when they have thus reprefented them 
to the Prince and the People, thus dreſt 
them up in the Skins of Beaſts, make them- 
ſelves Sport by expoſing them to the Herd, 
and ſeeing them worried and torn to Pie. 


ces: That are evermore contriving Ways 


Pal. 37. 
I2, 


P[4.42.10, 
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to rid their Hands of thoſe troubleſome pre- 
ciſians, that will not let them ſleep quietly in 
their linful Deluſions, aud cheat themſelves 
with a fatal Misperſwaſion, that it is not 
real Piety, but a Feavouriſh Zeal for Some- 
what elſe, that is the neceſſary Way to 
Heavenly Glory: That never come into 
ſuitable Company, but their Diſcourſe is 
ſome way other lac'd with bitter Scoffs and 
Reproaches, with falſe Accuſations and mall- 
cious Slanders of their Religious Neighbours: 
And never fail to cloſe up the Diſcourſe with 


/ ann 
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an Hearty Curſe of toò troubleſome Piety, 
and avow'd Reſolutions to do their utmoſt 
by Slander and Forgery, and Violence, to 
free the Earth of ſuch an ill humour d Strict- 
neſs as will not let them play the Devil 
and the Beaſt, without ſome inward Re- 
proaches of their Conſcience, that upon the 
Obſervation of the 'ſtri& Converſation 
of others, will not fail to upbraid them 
with the Looſeneſs of their own; and by 
its inward Torments, and Self Vexations, 
convince them, That the Matters of God 
are not to be play'd with, nor his Vengeance 
to be ruſh'd upon, without Perils of the 
higheſt Nature and Conſequence : 'Who do , 
their utmoſt to miſchief them without Law, 


and if they can get the Countenance of Au- 2. ch. 1 3. 
thority, will ruin without any Manner of EI: 3. 10. 


Pity, in the moſt bar barous and inhumane 
Manner, and offer up the moſt Innocent 
to an inſtigated Mob, to be rob'd, inſul- 
ted, tortur'd and butcher d. 


6. THE Scurrilons Perſon. He who 
without any Regard to his own Honour, 
the Intereſts of Truth, or the Common De- 
cency that Mankind ſhould obſerve in their 


Actions, will ſport with the Follies and Mi- Pro. 17. f. 


ſtakes ot his Neighbours, and by Ludicrous 
Repreſentations, endeavour to render them 


ridiculous :. That will take the ſame Licenſe p,, 


to ſport with their Sins, and talk over the 
B melan- 


melancholy Subject with that mad andſport- 
ful Deriſion, as diſcovers anExceſs of Lo ve 
to the Sin, whilſt they make their Neigb-· I he 
themſelves byno ſteady Rules, and will upon 


deavour to ſet them forth with that lewd and th 


(a8) 


bours the Subject of their Mirth : Who walk 


Occaſion jeſt with their own Crimes, and en- ch 


wanton Railery, as will ſpur them on to ot 
treſn Commiſſion, that they may have freſnOc. I he 


caſion of Sport and Laughter; and divert the 
Sting of thoſe InwardReproaches, that would de 


diſhearten them from the ſame Practices foil th 
the Time to come: Who are evermore fat 


| Brains ever teeming with thoſe bitter Scof 
and ſtinging Railery as maintain Mirth at the 


| Ee. 7. 55 * 
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Pſa. 69. g, 
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aud Seriouſneſs, are another Set of wickec 
Fools. | 


indulging to à jocular Fancy, ſtraining 
their empty Heads for a Jeſt, bur have their 


Expence of their own Innocency, thei 
Neighbours Honour and Fame, and cha 
their Conſciences into a dead and, Careleſs 
Frame; and render them thereby dull and 
uſeleſs Monitors in Caſes of Sin and Duty: 
Such as theſe who uſe ſuch mad Sport,to the 
Reproach of their Neighbour, the dreſliag 
both his Follies and Sin, nay, his Vertue 
themſelves, in a ridiculous Shape, to the 
ſquandring away of their Time, Innocency 


7. THE Malicious; whoſe Paſſions rea 
dily take Fire upon the ſlendereſt Occaſions 


ang 


KD 
and preſently blaze out in a waſting Flame, 
that will ſpare nothing, but burn up a Neigh- 
bours Perſon, Eſtate,; or good Name, Wirh- 
out any Pity, or Remorſe £ Snch as can't be 
eaſy any longer than they are doing Mis- 


Ichief, by: falſe deere or, ſuppreſſing 


that neceſſary Part of Tri h, that gives to 
others the trueſt Character of their Neigh- 


© ours: That raiſe Grouꝗdleſs Suſpicions, or 


when they are once 3. foot, ule their beſt Eu- 
deavours to help em forward; and to make 
the Character of the Pet ſon they would de- 


or fame look the more hideous, publiſn the worſt 


Part thereof wich the ututioſt Arr, ang Paſſi- | 
all his real Beauties: That whiſher about the 


J Faults of. others, and by a ſlight Charge of 


Secrecy, give Birch to the Report, and hand 
it on till , it grow publick and notorious; 


T whillt the firſt malicious Author of the Scan- 


dal is thereby conceald, and his Neighbour 


F&2ows not how to yindicate or right him- 
W elf: Such as can't forgive an Injury once 
one; but upon all Occat n all | 
banies, are reciting an Hiſtory of the Wrong, 


ions, and in all Com- 
declaring their own Reſentments of it, re- 
venge it perhaps with a more miſchievous 
Spite, and will in the whole of their Car- 
riage render their own implacable Temper 
notorious, and diſcover (perhaps) a great- 
er Inclination to ſtab and murder, than to 


torgive and be reconciled. 


A THE 


i 

© THE Perſons mention d in the forego- 
ing Head, made metrywith their Neighbours 
Faults and Follies ; which Mirth is really in- 
conſiſtent with the true Principles of ſober 
Reaſon; but theſe Men are not only beſide 
themſclyes, , but indeed raving: Their own 
Temper will not permit them to be eaſy in 


themſelyes.; They are ſick of perpetual Diſ- 


quiet, and are willing to ſpread the uneaſy E- 
vil all around them, vent their own Spleen, by 
reviling and injuring their Neighbour,to en- 
kindle in his Breaft the ſame Raging Paſſi- 
on that rages in their own - And who knows 


Pr0,17.14. how far a Difference in, this Manner begun, 


may be carried ? And to what Height fuch a 
Flame will blaze, if it meets with Spirits of 
this fore uneaſy Temper, who are apt quickly 
to ke Firs, and have no Command over the 
Deſtructive Paſſion. 

8. THE Deſigning Knave; who is al- 
ways craftily carrying on fome ſecret De- 


ſign 3 hides. himſelf from his honeſt well | 


meaning Neigbour, whilſt he is twiſting 
into his Affections, prying into his Secrets, 
and will be ſure, by fome Way or other, to 
ſerve himſelf by him, tho? it be to his Hurt 
or_Rvin: He that ordinarily in Diſcourſe, 
diſguiſes his damm: ſeldom ſpeaks out 
the honeſt and ſimple Perſwaſion of his Mind, 


But endeavours to inſinuate into others, to 
learh their Senſe of Things upon particu- 


lar 


8 


r 9 de ale. i a os on 


Cr 
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ar Occaſions z and then to ſerve bis own De- 
ſigns, (Whether of Malice, or Pride, lntereſt, or 


Humour )will betray his Friend, publiſn their 


private Converſe, and it may be, make it 
{peak quite different from its firſt Drift and 
Intention: Who ia his Diſcourſes with o- 
thers always lies on the Reſerye, that he 
may upon all Occaſions fetch himſelf off, 
when a Charge is drawn up againſt him 
by thoſe innocent Men, who have been 
wrong'd, and have ſuffer*d thro his Occa- 
ſion : Who takes Care to wrap up his Senſe 
in dubious Expreſlions, that it can hardly 
be known when he doth indeed Tpeak his 
Thoughts, or will by ſome Shifts and Eva- 
ſions, warp his Words from their direct im- 
mediate Senſe, when any Thing is charg'd 
upoa him as a Fault, that is like to prove 
croubleſome, chargeable, or perilous: He 
who is ſhuffling in his Trade and Buſineſs, 
and lays bis Baits to entrap an unwary Dea- 
ler : That will makea Prize of his Ignorance, 
or Folly, aad impoſe upon him in any Traf- 
fick or Merchandize he doth not underſtand: 
That will wheedle him into a Snare, or by 
any Arts whatever, that are not fair and ho- 
neſt, that he is aſham'd to bring to the Light, 
will cheat a Perſon iu his Eſtate or Trade; 
eſpecially if he does the Miſchief with the 
ſmootheſt Pretences, and under a Mask of 
Friendſhip, whilſt he doth really only watch 
his Advantage to entangle the other, and 

| | r 


— 2:5; 
make a Prize. Finally, (for this is ſome. 
times the Spawn of the former Vice, Malice) 


Pr 26.14. when a Perſon hath receaved real or imagi. 


nary Injur ies from another, will ſuffer the 


Warmth of his Temper to enkindle bis Re- 


ſoluion for Revenge, and proſecute this Re- 


ſolution by all the ways that Artfnl Malice 
can invent; ſo that if a fawning Friendſhip 


will expoſe an harmleſs Man the more ea- 
fily to à Snare, this ſhall be carried on in 
the ſinootheſt and moſt irreproachable Man- 


ner, till an Opportunity offers to gratify the 


Revenge, and then the Diſguiſe ſhall be 
thrown off, and the naked Malice appear in 
its worſt and moſt barbarous Shapes. 


. THE Proud Perſon; who puts an ex · if 
Feſſire Value upon his Body, his Endowments 


ef Mind, his Eſtate, or Titles of Honour, 
and is upon all Occaſions admiring the 


Strength, the Shape, or Proportion of his 


Body, the Air of his Face, the Fineneſs of 
his Dreſs, the Gaiety of his Fancy, his 


Stock of Knowledge, his Acquaintance with oi 


the World, the Nobility of his Deſceat and 
Relatives, or the Largeneſs of his Poſſeſſi- 
ons; ſo as to impoſe his own Self-Eſteem 
upon others, and perſwade them to the ſame 
Admiration of himſelf, which his own weak 
Mind has entertain'd : -Who thinks and talks 


deſpicably of others, to whom GOD hath 


een of Knowledge, 


fine 


C 

ine a Body, ſo gay a Face, ſo large an 

ſtate, or hath bleſt them with a leſs Mea- 

i. Jure of Pride and Vanity: Who ſcorus em 
* of an Interior Rank, unfit for 

«Familiar Converſe or Acquaintance,wou't 


Re. Mtoop to their Reaſon and Advice, tho' ne- 
lice er ſo ſtrong and cogent, if they diſcover 
hip ay Oppolition to his own Senſe; but will - 

ear all down before him, and make give 


Vay to his imperious Dictates: That can't 
— with a Contradiction; or however he 

y force his Patience thus far, is reſolvd 
0 =- deaf to all the Charms of Reaſon, and 
in Wo maintain his Prejudices with the ſame po- 

tive Zeal as before; and theretore refuſes 
very Thing, a ſeriovs and patient Conſide- 
ation, that bids Defiance to his OWN 


arts Ml houghts. | 
or, | WH © can't bear the Diſcovery and Re- 
he Proof of his Faults and Follies, much, leſs . 


o have em cenſur'd or expoſed, but flies 
n the Face of a kind Friend, that would 
ew him his Errors, rectify his Miſtakes, 


th Point out to him the Slips of his Conduct, 

1d Hr would perſwade him in the moſt Friend- 
li- J Manner, to a becoming Modeſty in his 
m Opinion of himſelf, and his Carriage to- 
ne Wards others. Now this Pride is the Pa- 
1k rent of a great many other Sins: The Proud 


Man is of various Kinds: We II touch on 
Two, Ds e ie 
6 VS 


— — 
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1. TH E Quarelſome Proud Man. He that I or 
is ſo conceited of himſelf (whatever Rankche or 
holds among Men) as to ſnarl at all that ſe 
would uſe with him the Freedom that is ne- m 
ceſſary among Men, for the maintaining of er 
civil Society; and mult be addreſt to, up- th 


on all Occaſions, with a Shew of the low- | tc 


eſt Submiſſion, and deepeſt Reverence, with I ch 
an awful Senſe of his Excellencies and Emi- be 
nence, which bears ſome Proportion to his E 
ſelf-adoring Thoughts, forgetting that the I. 
reſt of Mankind have Natures of the ſame I he 


EF. 3. 2, Being, Make, Order and Power with his Fs 
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eee 


own, however difference d in ſome accidental I pe 
Inſtances; and eſteeming them made to be in 


_defpis'd,” inſulted, trampled upon, accord- 
ing to the Dictates of his own Pride. So 


that in his Converſe with them, he always 
aſſumes a churliſh Majeſty, and grows fret- 
ful and angry if they break in upon that 
Diſtance his proud Thoughts peſcribe them : 
Who expects that all Mankind (at leaſt with- 
in his Reach) ſhould move according to his 
Thoughts, or Orders; and if theſe be con- I al 
tradicted, or tranſgreſs d, immediately frets Il ju 
within, will (perhaps) quarrel with GO D, I 
and his Subſritutes in the Government of v: 
the World, reproach GOD himſelf, and I ju 
rebel __ lawful Magiſtrates, but to be w 
ſure will affront his Equals and Inferiors, || ye 


how 


- 
41k eh 


* 
' 


( 25.) 
how much he reſents the being contradicted, 
or diſregarded : Who upoma Contradicti- 
on of any Sort, immediately grows warm, lo- 
ſes all his Temper, breaks forth into the 
moſt injurious and reproachful Language, 
entertains a Prejudice againſt the Perſon 
that oppoſed him, and proclaims open War 
to he proſecuted and carried on, with all 
the Acts of Spite, and Fetches of Art, that can 
be contriv'd ; and (perhaps) cloſes up the 
Debate, with the Aſſault of the Perſon, 
Life or Fame of his Oppoſer, will do what 
he can to draw others into the Quarrel, make 
Faction, and lay a Foundation for a per- 

tual Sedition amongſt all that come with- 
in his Reach, or lafluence. Hue 


2. THE uncharitably cenſorious proud 
Man. He who to gratify his own Selt- 
Eſteem, always views the Actions of others 
thro' a falſe Medium, and either unjuſtly 
magnifies or leſſens them, by his own ſelt- 
iſh and ill natur'd Suſpicions and Interpre- 
tations; not giving himſelf Leave imparti- 
ally to weigh the Things themſelves, and 
judge according to the Truth of the Caſe, 
without any Reſpect to the Perſon, or pri- 
vate Thoughts of others, or his own pre- 
judicate Fancies and Opinions of em; but 
will make the faireſt and moſt defenſible, 
yea commendable Action( in it ſelf) look Cri- 
minal, by fly Inſinuations ferch'd 9 tbe 
e 838 an's 


. 

Man's unknown Deſign, Intention and Tem- 
per, entertains ſome dark and Groundleſs 
Suſpicions, to repreſent the Man and his 
Behaviour always Faulty and reprovable, 
that thereby the Opinion of himſelf may 
be maintain d, tho the other be degraded 
and vilified- Who is paſſing Sentence of 
 Condemnation-upon the Actions of others, 
before a full Enquiry into the Motives on 
which, and the Rules by which they pro- 
ceed: Would have all the Wiſdom and 
_ Goodaeſs of the World confia'd to his own 
Boſom, or the Men and Manners himſelf af- 
feats; and can't afford the reſt of Mankind 
fair Quarter, but always eſteems and repre- 
ſeats their Faults and Follies more notoriou- 
{ly Criminal than they are in 'emſelves ; and 
ſubſtracts from their good Deeds by Evil 
Suſpicions, ſiniſter Interpretations, and, raſh 
Cenſures of the'Ends, Motives and Princi- 
ples of their Actions; when they do Good 
doth what he can to make their Actions look 
evil; when they do amiſs, uſes his utmoſt In- 
duſtry to magnify the Fault. In fine, ſuch 
as love to place themſelves in the Seat of 
Judgment, to ſcan the Behaviour of others, 

play the Critick thereupon, and not only 
eaquire into it ſo far as it is notorious and 
plain, but to frame and defend very diſho- 


neſt Suſpicions of what is entirely undiſco- ri 


vered and unknown. T: | 
> FR Fre DR THAT 


” ab 
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- T HA T- fuch as theſe are proud Fools, 
S NI think I need not go about to prove. It 
s Imuſt certainly be a very fond Eſteem of 
» themſelves, that prompts them to gad A- 
broad, and act the Cenſors on others, when 
J a juſter Survey of emſelves, and a fuller 
t Acquaiutance at Home, would ſhame ſuch a 


enſorious Humour, no Perſons Actions in 
the World being more unfit to be criti- 
ally enquir'd into, than his, who is per- 
petnally critciſing upon, and ceaſuring the 
Actions of others. x | 
NOR muſt I paſs over here a more con- 
picuous Folly, derivd at once from Le- 
- Prity and Pride; when Perſons do on the 
1- Woſt trivial Occaſions, thus affect to be Cen- 
urers: When other Peoples Dreſs, or Ge- 
ure, or Mode of Pronounciatian,- or Form 
pf Body, or Features, become the Subject of 
heir Criticiſms” and exerciſe their graver 
enſures. When ſuch a Dreſs is diſplea- 
ing, tis fimple, ruſtick, tawdry; ſuch an 
Air or Mien is flat and clowniſh; ſuch a. 
Body is diſproportion d and miſhapen ; ſuch 
Tone of Pronounciation;z ſuch a Phraſe - 
s not gentile or modiſh. Oh! How wiſe- 
do Rational Creatures, Chriſtians (ſo cal- 
ed) pals away their Time, and buſy their 
Thoughts in gratifying ſuch a Childleſs- 
ride! Are theſe Subjects fit for the buſy: 
mployment of a dying Man's Thoughts, 


oY 


Qi DI Ro lk 


hat is haſtning away to a vaſt Eternity, 
[9 | is 


(28) 
is upon the very Brink of a Change, that 
hath ſuch weighty Conceras to fill up his 
Thoughts and Time, as the Securing an !, 
everlaſting Intereſt in another Life, and I 
the Salvation of a precious Soul, worth more 1 
than the whole World ; and compar'd with 1 
which, the Form, the Furniture, the Dreſs 
and Cloathing of a vile Body is no more 
than the waving of a Feather: 


10. TH. E Glutton and Drunkard. He 

that gives the looſe Rein to his Appetite 

7 in this Caſe, reſolving to lay it under no 

Reſtraints, confine it within no Bounds; ot 

if ſome Principles of Education, ſome No- 

tions of Honour, and regard to Fame, may 

on ſome Occaſions, reſtrain hm, is yet ſq 

intent upon the Gratification of his Appe- 

tite, that at all other Seaſons he will indulge 

it to the full: That will drink away his 

Ie. 5. 11, Reaſon and Health, or if he be ſtrong to 

222 drink, ſtrong Drink will yet ſtill pour in, 

for the meer Pleaſure of an inſatiable Ap- 

petite, that is but. earag'd by teeding, aud 

inſtead of being ſatisfied, craves the more, 

and the more eagerly too, even when it Is 

tir'd and faint, and hath in a very great 

Meaſure, loſt its true Taſt and Reliſhes: 

Whoſe voluptuous Soul eſteems it the chief 

Felicity of his Life to eat and drink, to 

If. 36. 13. humour his Appetite with Daiaties, with 

: elaborate and ſtudied Viands, or ow 
| ; | | ines, 


0 29. | 
Wines, and can dream ot no other Hea- 
ven than what is made up of theſe -De- 
lights : Who is therefore ſnatching at all Oc- 
caſions, to drench and cram himſelf, and to 
invite and force others to revel after the 
ſame mad Rate, on Corporal Pleaſures: That 


talks of coſtly Entertainments and delici- Hab. 2. 15. 


ons Fare, with as much Tranſport, as if 
he were reciting the Raptures of Heaven; 
nay, much preater than himſelf would ex- 
preſs at ſuch a Recital; and can't endure 
to have any Interruption in the charming 
Hiſtory, or to have his Thoughts diverted 
to any other unpleaſing Subject: That hates 
to think of croſſing theſe Appetites, abhors 
and cries, Away with that Religion that 
would rob him of his Pleaſures: But let him 
have his Cups and Diſhes, his Luſcious 
Meats and Wines, and the Delicacies ſtn- 
died for the humouring wanton Palates - 
And let who will have the Heaven in Re- 
verſion talk'd of in GOD's Holy Word, 
he can't ſtay til] hereafter, but is with the 
Epicure, for making a ſhort Life as merry 
as he can. 
row we die. Or if they be not ſo far loſt** 


to all common Reaſon, as thus blaſphemouſ- 


ly to ſpeak out His Thoughts and Intenti- 
ons, yet doth by His Courſe of Life, give 
very broad Signs that it is the Inward ra- 
dicated Senſe of His Heart, and thac 


| he is reſolv'd to follow the Motions of a 


raving 


Let us eat and drink for to mor- cer. 15. 


030 
raving Appetite, and humour it to the ut. 
termoſt; he darkens the Eye of His Mind, 
ſcupifies His Coaſcience, diſhonours His 
GOD, waſts His Eſtates, degrades him- 
ſelf into à Brute, ſhuts himſelf out of 'Hea- 


ven, and expoſes himſelf to the Wrath of 


80D, to the certain, laſting, intollera- 
ble, and unintermiting Torments of Hell 


11. THE Luſtful: Who gives himſelf 
up freely to the Command of imperious Luſt, 
and ranges into all the By- Paths, the endless 
Mazes and Intricacies of a wandering Love; 
and pertinaciouſly expoſes himſelt to al 
the Fatigues; to all the Danger, Terror and 

Perplexit y, on which ſuch an unbounded Ap- 
petite will hurry him : That ſtudies, con- 
trives, aad looks out Occaſions and Objects, 
to humor his Luſt, and to enrage it And 
can talk of nothing with as much Satisfacti- 
on as of a lewd Debauch; of his Project; 
for his beaſtly Pleaſures, or of the paſt Ad- 
ventures of his Luſt ; And will be {ure to in- 


ert ſome of it in all Diſcourſes, and on al 


Occaſions to vomit forth the filthy Scum that 
floats on his Mind, and is ever moſt ready 
to be preſented to the Light of Day: W bo 
can be pleas'd with no Company orConverſe, 
but what winks at, or indulges this Brutal 
Humour, and makes it his Buſineſs to pro- 
pogate the filthy Inclination, and induc: 
others to a Life of the ſame groſs and 11 
ea- 


6 
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pleaſures: Who will hearken wich Pleaſure 
to all thoſe Hiſtor ies, Plays, Romances, Songs, 
that will humour his Luſt, and propagate 
and ſpread the Irreligious Paſſion, Who will 
make ſach Perſons his pleaſing Society, as will 
moſt enflame him; and, endeavours by his 
Wit and Raillery, his wanton Actions and 
Diſcourſes, to. infet and poyſon all that 
come within his Reach. In fine; Such as 


the Prophet deſcribes, That aſſemble in Troops Fer. 3. . 8. 


in the Harlots Houſes, that are like fed Horſes, 
each neigbing after his Neighbours Wife. i. e. 
That take Care co pamper and feed their Luſt, 
by Luxury in Meat, and Drink, and A p- 
arel, and by taking all Occaſions that offer, 
to fan the luſtful Fire that works within, 
that it may blaze out in the moſt dange- 


＋ — 


rous and waſting Flame. 


12. THE Prodigal. He who reckons 
himſelf Lord of his own Eſtate, that he may 
do with it what he pleaſes, and fquander it 
away in what vain Expences, on what vain 
Projects he will, without being accountable 
to any, or ever examining for what Ends 
an Eſtate ſhould be ſpent: That in all Com- 
panies, and on all Occaſions, is free aud rea- 
dy to ſcatter his Treaſure, without enqui- 
ring into the Reaſon of his Expence; and 
will gratify the Laviſh Humour, tho' it be 
to the Diſhonour of G OD, the Diſtaſt of 
his Friends, the Hurt of himſelf, the Ru- 

| in 


in of his Eſtate, tho? he reduces himſelf to 
<extream Poverty, or diſgraceful Beggary, 
by his wild Profuſion: Who reckons bim. 
ſelf an Abyſs of Treafure, ſcorns therefore 
to regard the Waſts made on his Eſtate, or 
to look forward to approaching Beggary, 
but as long as it laſts, will merrily expend 
it, tho he reproachfully begs and ſtar ves 


- » WIE 


NAL, I muſt conclude under'this Head, 
the Perſon that doth not make Waſt in his 
Eſtate; if he doth in this unaccountable 
Manner, expend his Yearly Incomes; if he 
laviſhes out them without any ſerious Prof. 
1 or after · thought; or if upon a thought 
ful Review he feels the Inward Gnawings 
and Reproaches of his Mind, will yet on 
the next Occaſion, forget all theſe Conſci- 
ous Upbradings, and be as extravagant and 
waſtful as he was before. _ 


AND much more muſt He be included 
- here, that to gratify this profuſe Humour, 
will make Seizure of what is not his own; 
that is (perhaps) under Age, the Govern- 
ance of and Direction of Parents and Friends, 
and yet without their Privity or Conſent, 
will lay hold on all he can, to humour his 
expenceful Vanity; that in Solomon's Words, 


Ex 
Pr. a8. 24. eber hss Father and Mother, and faith it i 


no Tranſgreſſion. And no Profuſion is great- 


cel 


—_— 
er or more. unaccountable, than that of 
Gaming, when Perſons will at all Hazards 
ſquander, away Eſtates, without any Rati- 
onal Proſpect, or any valuable Conſidera- 
tion; ſo that among the Prodigals, we muſt 
reckon the Gameſter as the moſt Eminent 
and Notorjous Fool of all. 


13. TH E Idle Perſon may come next, 
becauſe of his Affinity with the foregoin 


He who lives as if he had been made to walk Pro. 18. FI 


abour, and waſt away Precious Time in 


doing nothing: That never conſiders how 1 Tin. 3. 
valuable and Important, Time is, nor bow 23: 


ic ought to be ſpent ; but caſts off all ſerious 
Thought about Buſineſs, as what will no way 
ſuit a ranging unconfined Humour: Makes 
his Life one continued Diverſion and Remo- 
val from every Thing that is ſerious, and 
wou'd employ his Thoughts, or his Hands; 
to whom Confinement for an Hour is Irk- 
ſome ; whoſe chief Study ſeems to be, how 

he may do nothing : Re 
IN DEE D, that, ſtrictly ſpeaking, is im- 
poſlible ; the Devil will fill their Hands 
with Work, who endeavour as mnch as 
they can to empty 'emſelyes of all Con- 
cern for Buſineſs. If they will not be em- 
ploy'd in GOD's Service, or their own, 
he'll make 'em Drudge for him, and buſy 
them in the vileſt Servitude. It is not poſ- 
ſible for ſo active a Being as the Soul of 
PE ee Man, 


| ('24.) 


| Man, to ſtumber away Life in one perpetual 


* Dozinefs,or State of Non- Action. But when 


Perſons altogether neglect the Buſinek 
GOD ſeat them into the World for, all 
the Buſineſs which a due Regard to them: 
ſelves or Families, adviſe them to mind, then 
are they idle. They do nothing, (ſhall | 
fay? ) they do much worſe than nothing, 
They make their Lives one entire Vaca- 
tion: And tho* the Devil will find them 
Perpetual Employ ment; and make their 
Empty Heads the Forge of many a vik 
Deſign, will indeed wear em out in his 
Drudgery; yet they gratify themſelves: with 
being his idle Slaves. They gladly divert 
from their own uſeful Work, the Work 
of GOD and their Generation, to be em- 
ployd on his moſt ruinous and ( many 

imes)' reproachful Deſigns and Services 


14. IMA ſubjoyn naturally to the For- 
mer, the Buſy-Body : He that will mind no 
Buſineſs of his own, being the molt fit to be a 
troubleſome Intermedter with the Affairs ot 


2 Theſ. 3. Others. Who having nothing to do for them- 


ſelyes, and yet muſt be employed about 
ſomewhat, will therefore be troubleſome 


to others, with the rejected Offers of 
that Service of theirs, which is worth no- 
thing. They'll do nothing for themſelves; 
but none more prompt and free, and wil-ſ. 
Fro, 29, 3. ling to trouble others with their imperti- 

| nent 


„ 
nent Services; and for this Purpoſe will 
aſſociate with them, pry into their Secrecies, 
over-hear, their Buſineſs, interpoſe, direct 
and meddle where they are no Ways con- 
cern'd, nor ſafely to be truſted: Who 
will ſpread abroad, for Want of other Em- 
1 ployment, whatever they are thus made pri- 
vy to, and thereby many Times, turn a 
c Vicinage, yea, a Town, a Country, a King- 
en dom, uplide down; and who by carrying 
Tales from one to another, will gradually 
vile weaken the mutual Confidence of the dear- 


n eſt and trueſt Friends, rendet them by De- Pr. 16.28 


ichlerees, the moſt deadly Enemies; and pro- 
erilcure a Seper ation between them that will 
orknever more be cloſed. In ſhort, who ne- 
em. ver enquire whether their Service is regard- 
at) ed, their Perſons eſteemed, their Offers 
ces willingly and kindly accepted; little heed 
rhether the Perſons who employ them, 
are pleas d or diſpleas d, gratiſied or affront- 

ed, ſervd or ruiu'd, ſo they themſelves be 
Intermedlers : Never heed what the Con- 
;ſequence of their Buſineſs may be, provided 
Ichey are buſied. | | 


15. THE ſportful Waſter of Precious 
Time : He who having no Deep and Saving 
Ferſuaſions of the Worth of his Soul, or the 
eg Freciouſneſs of Time, wherein he muſt get 
ll Iche Happineſs thereof ſecur'd, conſumes it 
$a idle 3 and Plays, which (as an ex- 
> cellent 


| 3 | 

_ cellent Perſon faith) are ſtigmatiz'd by the 
Idlers themſelves, with the Infamous Name 
of Paſtimes; and are contriv'd, and us'd for 
no other End, but to gratify a prophane, 
lewd, ſoft, ſenſual, cruel or empty Mind : 
Such as are Cards, and Dice, and Wakes, 
and Revels, and May-Games, promiſcuous 
Dancings and Stage Plays, Cock-fightings 
and he who could have no Delight in Life, 
if it were not ſauc d with theſe Frothy and 
Fulſome Pleaſures ; nor can take ſo much Sa- 
tisfaction in any Society as that of ſuch who 
will joyn with him in theſe ſportful Waſts 
of precious Time: Who hates to be con- 
fin'd an Hour at a Sermon, or to hear Chri- 
ſtians with ſerious Pleaſure; diſcourſe of the 
great Things of G OD, their Souls, and 
a coming Eternity; but cou'd dwell at a 
Play-Houſe or at a Cock-match, at a Ball, 
or a Muſick-Houſe, &c. and never be tir'd 
with the Inſipid and Airy Pleaſure, and does 
what he can to invite and perſuade others 
to the ſame Courſe and Rate of Living. 

Nay, be the Recreation never ſo juſti- 
fiable in it ſelf, yet he that uſes it immo- 
derately, is to be reckoned a Fool: And he 
uſes Recreation immoderately, that waſts 
away precious Time therein, without any 
Concern to fit - himſelf by it, for the Ser- 
vice of GOD, by rendring his Mind more 


free and lively, and chearful, in the Exerci- 
ſes of Religion: That uſes Recreation of 
any 
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any ſort, for the meer Pleaſure. thereof, 


ſuch as becomes 
a Perſon, that by ſolemn Profeſſion is devo- 
ted to GOD. And how much all Sports 
when thus immoderately uſed, tend to ren- 
der the Mind ſoft and ſenſual, ſtupid and 
careleſs, is evident from the Lives and Con- 
verſations of ſuch as are moſt addicted 
to them. The trifling Meanneſs of their 
Thovghts and Converſe at beſt, and in ma- 
ny Caſes the Froth and Fulſome Lewdneſs of 
it, and their utter Abhorrence of, and 
therefore Unfitneſs for, the ſpiritual Ser- 
vices of Chriſtianicy (which the more they 
addict themſelves to this Courſe of Life, 
grow ſtill the more hateful to them) are 
ſo many ſad Proofs of the melancholy Iſſue 
of ſuch a ſporful Life : So that Perſons have 
Need of no morethan their own Experience 
(if they had the Power and Patience to look 
into themſelves ) to convince themſelves of 
their Folly and Madneſs, in being diverted 
from the great Buſineſs they have to do with 
GOD, in Order to ſecure for themſelves 
a Bleſſed Eternity, and ſave their Souls, 


without any farther Proſpect 


by ſuch a Courſe of Mirth and Pleaſure. 


'I MIGHT here add the covetous Per- 
ſon; who talks of nothing with Pleaſure, 
but his Eſtate and Gains, his periſhing 
Riches and Treaſure. The Ambitious who 
courts (with more Ardour than the Chri- 

a ſtian, 


. 6 
tian (alaſs! ) ſeeks for Heaven) the fickl 
Favour, the empty Commendations and Apelſ 

plauſes of his giddy Fellow. Creatures: Bui on 

I forbear, nl ſhall only add, becauſe itil 
will comprehend all the reſt, Jo 


16. THE Irreligious Perſon. By whom Ct 
I mean Him, who hath only a negative Reli. Init 
gion; who perhaps is guilty of few or oo Wi 
Vices we have already reckon'd up, buiſex 

in the mean Time, hath no ſolid Virtue, ll 
no real Grace, no Love and Devotedneſs I in 
8 to GOD, no Faith ia CHRIST, no re! 
. newed ſanctiſied Heart. But in his whole $1 
3 ' Converſation, diſcovers a ſecret Enmitſ I fo 
Z againſt. GOD, a Frame of Mind quite of 
| oppolite to the Temper and Tendency of ta 
the real Chriſtian, whatever the particu-¶ ſo 
lar Sin be, that reigns in bis Heart, and fic 
ſways him. With whom you may con- N 
verſe throughout your Life, and never heat pe 
a Word tending to Edification, any ſeri- fu 
ous Diſcourſe about his GOD, his Soul, ch 
the Heavenly Inheritance, his Hopes, his] m 
Concern for Eternity, or the Path he muſt li 
tread out to Glory; but fills his Head per- re 
haps, with empty Notions, his Time with J 4 
Airy Diſputes, but takes Care that the lit- | © 

tle Religion he hath, don't ſink too deep. 
into his Mind, and affect his Heart, or } 
diſcover any Thing of the Power and Life 2 
of Religion in his Practice, W M 

' "= {ating x t « #4 : CL —4 F | kt 1 or 
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3 0 D's Glory, or his own Salvation. Or 
elſe liyes utterly regardleſs of all Religi- 
on, not affecting ſo much as a Shew of 
Mit; but is perpetually troubling himſelf and 
others, with News, Buſineſs, or other low 
Toys, which make no more Muſick in the 
Chriſtian's Ears, who lives in. View of Eter- 


lIi-Yoiry, than Rattles; ipdeed, diſpleaſes them 


wich an vagrateful Din, ( 1 mean when he is 
Jexceſſively thus entertaig'd.) 
NO but that ſuch Things as theſe may 


Jia due Meaſure, and at a proper Seaſon, be 


diſceurs'd of. Chriſtians have Worldly Bu- 


ſineſs to mind, a Concern they ſhould have 
for the Church, and the World, they muſt 
of Neceſſity therefore ſometimes think and 
talk about theſe Matters. They may be 
ſometimes allow'd a little innocent Diver- 
ſion, for the geceſſary Relaxation of their 
Minds, that they may carry on their pro- 
per Work with the greater Eaſe, and Chear- 
fnlneſs, and Pleaſure, But they ſhould by 
their Converſation, diſcover = they have 
much better Things in View; that they 
live for another World, that they do not 
reckon themſelves ſertled here, but expect 
a Removal to a better, far better Heavenly 
Country. 

AND here I can ſcarce forbear inveigh- 
ing agaiaſt the Dulneſs, Uabelief and Cow- 
ardice, that in this frozen Age, ſtops the 
Mouths. of true Cs and arp 

| che 


i g * 1 ' | 


* 
the Diſcourſe of thoſe great and weighty 
Things; but this is plain from the Doct- 


f 


ines of the Scriptures, That as far as Per- 


ſons are herein guilty, fo far they play the 
Fool, But he who lives in a continual Di- 
verſion from the great Buſineſs of a Chri- 
ſtian's Life, that never thinks ſeriouſly of 
Heaven, or the Way chicher, is as well as 
all the Fore-mentioned, a notorious Fool; 
being forgetful of one great End for which 
he was made : His Society, as well as theirs, 
is juſtly to be eſteemed hurtful and ruineus. 
I proceed, 1 114 ** | 


U. TO ſhew: who is to be reputed 4 


Companion of Fools, And this is a proper 
and neceſſary Enquiry, becauſe it can't be 
reaſonably thought, that all ſuch as upon 
any Occaſion converſe with them, are in 
this Danger: Sure, they don t poyſon the 
Air, and kill with, their very Aſpect and 
Breath? The Apoſtle's Interpretation of 


1 Cor. 5.9, his own Advice to the Corinthians, concerts 


1 
0. 
* 
17 


ing the inceſtuous Perſon, will help us here. 
& I wrote you (ſaith he) in an Epiſtle, not to 
% company with Fornigators, yet not attogether 
& with the Fornicators of this World,or with the 


| ©. covetous, or with the Extortioners, or with 


© [dolaters, for then muſt ye needs go out of the 


© World. If their Company were to be aban- 


doned entirely, if. upon no Occaſion, they 
were to be mingled with, Chriſtians muff 


ſeek | 


(41) 

ſeek · out ſome uninhabited Land, and tranſ- 
port themſelves 3 and becauſe real Religi- 
on and Piety are not communicated from 
Parents to Children, every new Succeſſion 
muſt afreſh tranſplant, which GOD hath. 
no Way required; and indeed were it once 
done, would bring a quick DeſtruQion 
upon the reſt of the World; ſince tis 
GO D'ꝰs Regard to his Choſen, Intermingled - 
with the Wicked, that reſtrains his Fury, 
which would otherwiſe break ont on the 
World of the Ungodly, and conſume them 
at once. And GOD hath been pleaſed 
to put Buſineſs into the Hand of his Peo- 


ple to manage, and by his Providence ſo 


mixt them with others, that tis im 

ble for them wholly to avoid their Soci- 

ety. N | 2 
BESIDES, the Chriſtian Religion does 

not baniſh Humanity out of the Earth. Chri- 

ſtians owe common Human Reſpe& and 


Love, even to the moſt wicked, becauſe of 


the Common Principles of Reaſon, in which 
they agree, and thoſe Remains of G O,D's 
Image that yet continue in their Minds un- 
defac'd : Yea, they ought in all their Offi- 


ces of Reſpect, to uſe a Friendly Freedom 


with them, ſuch as will diſcover their Love 
to be real and unforc d, ſuch as in Conjun- 
ction with their other Behaviour, will ma- 
nifeſt them to be much wiſer, and better 
Friends, chan thole they have choſen for 2 

| 4 


— 
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the Honour of their LORD, which muſt 


Fobn 2. 7, 


manity, by being at the Feaſt upon luvi- 


(42) 
dear Aſſociates : And when they avoid their 
Society, ſhould uſe all proper Methods to 
convince them that it is. not Disreſpett to 
them, but a Concern for G O D's Honour, 
and their own Salvation, that adviſes them It. 
thereto. So that Chriſtians muſt not uſe a 
the Wicked for. their Familiars, with the Þ ce 
ſame Eſteem and Affection, that they have fic 
for their Fellow Members of the ſame Fa- Hal 
mily of GOD : Yet are they to ſhew to he 
them the Reſpect which is due to Men Yan 
of the ſame Capacities and Nature. Yea, H. 
this Reſpect ſhould be greatned by the true 
Tenderneſs of a Chriſt ian AﬀeRion, and 
ſhould diſcover it ſelf by a Willingneſs ro Wi 
oblige them by all due Civility and pro- 
per Acts of Kindneſs; yea, and comply 
with them, where it may be done without wi 
Prejudice to themſelves, Companions, or WF 


weigh more with them than all other Con- Mi 
fiderations whatſoever. We read, that our 
Saviour himſelf was preſent at a Marriage- 
Feaſt, and converted Water into Wine af 
ter Men had well drank. He ſhew'd his Hu- 


tation. And tho' he had a farther RegardÞ 
to his Diſciples, by being there, and fe 
their Sakes wrought this Miracle, yet we 
can't imagine he would thus far have cc 
plyd with the Invitation; much leſs tha 
he would have furniſh'd them with _ Þ 

E ine 


1 

ir Wine when Men had drank freely, if it 
to were not lawfol to be preſent at a Feaſt 
to among wicked Perſons, and be inno- 
r, © cently free and Friendly in their Society 
m FF there. So that we muſt except here ſuch 
ſe Ja Converſation with the Wicked as is ne- 
he ¶ ceſſary for the carrying on of Worldly Bu- 
ve ¶ ſiaeſs, or to ſhew that Chriſtianity hath not 
a-aher'd the Man tor the worſe, but that 
to. he hath by jt acquird a further Capacity, 
en and Readineſs for the Diſcharge of all truly 
ea, Human Offices. 8 2 
ue MUCH more muſt we except all pru- 
nd dent Con verfation with the Wicked, which 
to is deſigned for their Reformation and real 
piritual Advantage. Such was our Saviours 
Converſation with Publicans and Harlots, 


Phariſees reproachd him, and in which he 


BUT what is it then we are here to 
anderſtand by « Companion of Fools ? Whom 
Pre we to repute ſach? Why in hort, He 
one, who for no juſtificable Ends, doth 
avi-requently and pleaſedly aſſociate with ſuch, 
ind chooſe them for his Companions. : A 
an may converſe with ſuch frequently on 
She good Deſign before - mentioned, and car» 
y it pleaſedly towards them; nay, with a 
iShew of the warmeſt Affection, as long as his 
Froſpe& of doing Good thereby OO 

© a te abt WA 


71 - . $5» . Mat. : 
with which the ſelf-juſtifying and boaſting» = 5 2 | 
red with 


Is to be imitated as far as poſſible, by his aye.s. 10. 
Miaiſters. | | 11, 12,18. 


(4 1 
without being deſervedly reputed their Com. 
panion. He may have to do with them fre- 
quently, in carrying on his Worldly Buſineſs, a 
when he doth neither chooſe their Society, 
nor is pleaſsd therein. He may (when he i; 
in ſuch Company) diſcover himſelf pleas'd, 
if he can do ſo innocently, tho? he won't 
frequently adjoyn himſelf to it. He may 
ia his Buſineſs, and in common Acts of 
Friendſhip, be both their frequent and plea- 
ſed Companion, when he is not ſo by Choice, fre 
but prefers other Society far before it, 

and can with more Pleaſure adjoyn him- 
ſelf thereto. But he that without any juſti- 
fable Reaſon, can frequently and pleaſedl) 
uſe ſuch Converſe, and chooſe and prefer 
it, is the Companion of Fools here ſpoken of; 
who is ſo much endanger d by his Society, 
By this Explication it ſeems that the De- 
ſcription muſt be taken entirely to give us 
a compleat CharaCter of the Perſon we de- 
ſcribe ; yer it will not be improper ta con- 
ſider its ſeveral Parts. | ſay then that, the 
Perſon who in our Text is called 4 Con. 
panion of Fools is one that 


1. Aſſociates with them frequently. 
2. He doth it with Pleaſure and Deligh = 


3. He doth it without any valuable Rea Pert 
ſons. | nen 


4 H 
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<4 4 He doth it out of Choice. Let us 
6, Ia little conſider each. | | Hi 


ill 1. 4 Companion of Fools is one that fre- 
2g, Navently aſſociates with ſuch. He makes it 
n't bis Practice, and his Courſe of Life. In com- 
ay mon Diſcourſe he is not called the Com- 
of flpanion. of others, who hath once and again 
ea. been in their Company, but then ceaſes to 
Ce, frequent it: Nor are we ſo to underſtand 
it, it in this Caſe. A Man may unwarily and 
m. accidentally. be caſt upon them, but in a little 
ti. while withdraws from them, and deſerts 
ahl the Society, he is not thereupon to be reck- 
fer ll on d one of the Members, or accounted their 
of; Companion. But he that uſes their Com- 
ety pan y not only once, but frequently, con- 
De. Iſtantly adjoyns himſelf to them, as often 
> was his Leiſure from Buſineſs will give Leave, 
de- Nor he can ſpare the Time from the neceſſa- 
on- Iry Affairs that ſometimes with-hold him; 
theland will ſometimes break thro' ſome of 
Im his Buſineſs to enjoy the Society That 
always uſes his belt Endeavours to maxe 
one of the Club when they are together, 
and as often as he can, converſes with them 
| ſingly, is moſt juſtly to be adjudg d to the 
htl Society. He is by ſome very forcible Tye 
and Engagement, a Member of it. Let the 
Perſons be Fools in whatever of the Fore- 
mentioned Inſtances, whether Infidel or Pro- 


8: 2 - 
phane, or Knave, ' or Lewd, or Prodigal; 
or yr = SC . 2 in this Man. 
ner frequent their Society, is certainly aN 
Companion of theirs. 8 . a 0 


2. A Companion of Fools doth aſſociate 
with them with Pleaſure: I mean not only 
a Pleaſure ſpringing from the Chriſtian's 
joyful Senſe of performing the Duties of gi. 
Civility to Men of the ſame Natural Capa- 
cities and Powers, but from an Inward 
Suirableneſs to a Society thus qualified, and 
a Reliſhof their Converſe. So that he long 
for the Company when abſentz and when 
preſent, could ſpend Days, nay Years, his 
*- Whole Life with them, without tiring (ſhall 
I ſay) or rather wiſhing to be tir: Tho 
the Mind will by Degrees, abhor the trivial 
or Brutiſh Pleaſure, the Man falls out witl 
his tiring Faculties, and would fain have 
the Pleaſure maintain'd throughout his 
Life, ia its higheft Reliſhes. He feels n0 
Loathing of their Sins and Follies, but is 
tickled and gratified with the empty and 
wicked Converſe; could dwell with them, 
and when he is conſtrain'd to leave them and ire 
ſeperate from his Society, doth it with Untain 
willingneſs, againſt which he can only bee}; 
relieyd by the Thoughts of renewing thqveit 
delightſome Society on another Seaſon. Hqther 


can meet with no ſuch Entertainment bifpulſ 
himſelf, or with any others as with themſdeta 


ever 


IO. . 
l, even when they rant at the higheſt Rate, 
and play the Fool in the moſt Egregious 
Manner. Such a Perſon not only frequents 
the Society, but makes one of them with 
his whole Heart, 
NAY, we muſt add here, that he who 
is knit to the Company with true Affecti- 
on, the he doth not frequently adjoyn 
himſelf to them, becauſe neceſſary Buſineſs 
vill not give Leave: Who when he is with 
them expreſſes the higheſt Satisfaction, that 
he can have ſo much Vacation for the En- 
joyment of them, muſt be accounted a Com- 
panion of theirs ; becauſe altho' ſome urgent 
Buſinefs conſtrain him, againſt his own In- 
dination, and to his Diſpleaſure, to be ab- 
ſent, yet his Soul is with them; he languiſhes 
perhaps, or feels at leaft an Inward Grief 
that he is withheld from ſuch Company. 


3. A Companion of Fools aſſociates with 
em, without any valuable Reaſons, without 
propoling to himſelf any Good End, by 
the proper and free Bent and Tenden- 
= y of- his own Nature. So that he can 
anqgive no other Reaſon for it, beſides a cer- 
Uaſtain Suitedneſs to the Company, which he 
y Feels within: Never examines into, or 
tuch weighs the Moti ves that brings him amongſt 
them; only he feels a ſecret, but ſtrong Im- 
Ilſe upon him, which carrys him thither, and 


t 1s 
and 


t b 


hemſdetains him there; and when once he is en- 
gag d, 


ever 


I . 


2 , aw 
gag'd, is ſo wholly taken np, that he never at. 
tends to the Motives that puſh him forward, 
or the Principles that act him. But a3 tl 
Beaſts of the fame Nature and Quality, by 
a ſecret luſtinct, without the Guidanee or 
Conduct of Reaſon, Herd together: So he V 
having ſuffer d his Reaſon to be charmad n. 
aſleep, and thereby render'd uſeleſs, is now If ai 
led on by the Powerful Influence of a vitia. a 
ted Nature, to accompany Men of the ſame 
Principles. There are ſome ſecret Charms 0! 
that bewitch him, that at once allure and d 
faſten him. He can no Way account for 
Pre.17.14-his Behaviour, but by telling you, that ris N 
Nature and Temper, and Inclination, and} 8 

ſome Secret, he knows not what, that hur- n 

ries him on without any ſober Thought or 22 
Conſideration. Shores e 

SO that he hath neither Buſineſs to juſti-£ or 

fie him, and much leſs hath he any De- 80 

ſign to do Good amongſt them, by con- 
vincing them of their eminent Folly and 
Wickedneſs, and uſing Perſwaſious with 

them to bring them off from their evil 
Way: Nor is it a decent Civility he ſome- 

times pays to them as Men; but tis ſome 

| endearing Charm faſtens him to the 80. 
ciety. In one Word, he loves them and 

joyns himſelf to them for no other Res-] Ct 

ſon, but becauſe he is hurry'd on by the 

; N Inſtinct of that Blind Prit 

ciple. ee 


} 


'S 
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4+ A Companion of Fool aſſociates with 
them out of Choice, not barely by the 
Neceſlity- of his Buſineſs, or to teſtify his 
Reſpect to them as Men, whilſt he by no 
Means approves the Soclety, or chooſes it; 
nor can be confind to it without Regtet, 
any farther than theſe Conſiderations may 
abate of the Tadium, and render it ſome- 
what leſs weariſom : But he doth it 
out of Choice, becauſe he prefers the So- 
ciety ; he loves it, delights in it, chooſes 
ir before all others: Not by a Choice 
pro hic & nunc, on the preſent Occaſion, 
as a good Man may chooſe the Compa- 
© oy of a Wicked Perſon before that of 
one truly Religious, when he has Buſineſs 
with the Former, and not with the Latter; 
It. or whilft he hath a Proſpect of doing him 
De- good, and aſſociates with him on that De- 
On- ſign; but by a Choice mate by a ſettled 
and Preference of Eſteem: Nor do I mean that 
rich this ſbould be ſo ſettled a Preference, as that 
evil he ſhould never feel any Renitency with- 
me ⸗ ia, fome dying Petſuaſion of the Injuſtice, 
»mell Folly, and Madneſs of ſuch a Preference, or 
So- never form any faint and languiſhing Re- 
and} ſolutions to renounce it, and make a wiſer 
Fea Choice. But I intend ſuch a ſettled Prefe- 
\ thefj rence, that if che Mind goes a little wavering 
rin with ſuch a Thought, doch „r 

it, and bring the Man back with a free and 
* ein 


| e 
pleaſing Aſſociation with the ſame Compæ- x 
ny. 80 that it hath. his higheſt practical 
* „ he doth apparently take more Plez- 
. fare therein, and when left to his free Choice, 
will abandon all other Company whatever 
for the Enjoyment of that; yea, reckons it; 
Confinement, Reſtraint, Impriſoament, to 
_ eadure any other Society, or to be with- 
held by any Things, Perſons, or Buſinek 

from the valued, Enjoyment. He is never... 
ſo eaſy, ſo pleas d, ſo free, eſſewhere aff 
among them ; he is more uneaſy in himſelf, 
more {rkſome. and diſpleaſing to all around 


. $UCHa Perſon as this, who in the Man. 
ner deſcribd, uſes the. Society of wicket 
Fools, is juſtly to be reputed their Compani. 
on. Vea, he who doth in one of theſe In- v7 


ſtances (as we have ONE their Meaniag) 
aſſociate with wicked Perſons, is to be eſteem: 
ed a Companion of theirs; If he doth fre 
quent their Company,. if he be tickled and 
. Pleas'd therewith, . and feels an Iaward 8a. 
tisfaction ſpringing up in his Mind, when he 
4s with them; if without Conlideration 
of the Reaſons by which he proceeds, by 
a natural Tendency of his own Inclinati Th. 

on, he be led to them, if he doth in this... 
Practical Eſteem prefer the Society, tho be. 
doth not conſtantly frequent it, tho he may, ide 


to cheat himſelf, Forge ſome Motives to in- 
duce kim into their Company, ſome Rep 
ons 


Jof thoſe that ue it. 


in- ens that with Deſtruction, but alſo to make 
4 D 2 0 


| (82). | 
ons to acyl eh beirig there; is certataly 


Fools; add in thecready! Way 
o be erer de the wicked Perſons With 
hom he affociates of what Nature or Kind 
dever, and guilty in whatever of the fore- 

entioned neee whikh we proceeGiia 
be 20979, 6 ned mi 


. [ 
. „ on 1 


iu. Place't to . Pigers to prove to 
you, chat ſuch a Cumpaniun of Fools is in the 
ready W to certain — 3 here = 
t not be impt to over 
«wt all the 2 — xr of 
wicked Folly; and ſhew you in what Man- 
ger the Society of ſuch. tends to the Ruin 
But not deſigning here 
a full Diſcourſe, l ſhall not defcendito any 
particular Conſideration; - but content my 
ſelf with ſuch general Hints as [ chink wilt 
fully evidence the W- 2; VI 8 2: 
HOWEVER, tis proper to tell you, 
3 Word Ruin here, in the moſt 
arge and 'comprehentiverSenſe z as including 
under it Evers Thing that is miſchievous; 
not one ——— Calamity.or Evil, bat a 
General Deſtruction of the whole Man; Soul 
and Body, in this and in a future World: 


| Tho' the Ruin of the Soul (eſpecially in a 


future Life) be that which ſhould molt affect 


| the Man; and deſerves due moſt ſeriops Con 


ſderation, yet ſuch Society not onlychreat 


9) 
Walt on the Eſtate,” bring Decay and Death 
upou the Body, a "be on the Perſon, 


to. defame and degrade him, pine him with 


Acknels: or ee d wr Kill d apo. 
the Laſt. arty nt, fail 


HO EV E R, whe Ruin an: oh 
on him by ſuch a Society, is not effected by 
one Method of Action: Sometimes it pro- NM 
oeeds from Contagious Propagation; himfeliſ Soc 
takes the Diſtemper from them, and ſickem it 
and dies: — he only expoſes himſelf - 
to a Ruin wholly from without, to which 
elf contributes nothing beſides a fooliſh 
and an unwary thruſting into the Society. 
Thus the 2 Knaviſh, and Proud, 
and Quarrelſume, hurt aud ruin many with. 
aut communicating their Malice, and Kna. 
very, and Pride, and hery Temper, co thoſeſſthe 
Nith whom they converſe. Tho're: really. there 
is ſcarcely one of all the Inſtances we haveſſſi 
meation'd, but- what is Contagious, and 
more effectually and infallibly deſtroys by 
communicating the {ame Diſpoſitions to 
Thoſe. with whom they aſſdciate. But haviag 
hinted thus much — the clearing our * 
1 think the Truth may be manifeſted by 
this following, Conſiderations. 


Ya THE Fools here, (of which we have ] 

given you ſome: Account ) are themſelvesin 

rr pt ing Meera rele bay oy 
N 2. | 


r0- Men commonly form their ju 


63300 | 
Fig gan iP ay40by eienr e 
þ BELOVED and pteaſin Society, 
powerfully induce the Conpam a. x 
. Courſe of Lite N themlelves.” Fo 
$i 600 doth ofeatines und HE 
dgments of 
Societies in the Lump, Cif | may lo expreſs 
it ) without making ys Dee 


4-1 N Caſes of Diffcllty;wicked Compa- 
nions uſe to give very! hurtful and ruinous 
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F. And Laſtly. WHEN the/Comparit- - ; 
na- n is in greateſt . Diſtreſs, and moſt needs 
heir Aſſiſtance, he generally deſert him; 
and have n Will nor Power to afford. 
him „ | Bed Als 0 0 SH] 28314 


72 +1] Nenn ben 
1. T H E Fools here-ſpoken of, are them. 
elves in the ready Way to Ruin. Tis need 
els ſure to go about to prove, that many of 
he Perſons we have mentioned are haſtruĩ̃ 
way to certain Deſtruction. Tis eviden 


Pt all of them, (ſince they live under the 


Reigning Power of ſome one or more Sins, 
ind are therefore vader GO D's Curſe; and 
able to his Wrath) that they are haſt' ning 
way to everlaſting Miſery, unleſs G0 
loch by bis Grace, ſhop them in their Way, 
and change their Hearts and courſe of Li- 


D 3 ving. 


r 
ving. There is no one Truth more plain 
reveaFt in the Book of GO D, nor mon 
- agreeable to the common Principles of Rei 
ſon, than that ſuch as live under the De 
minion and Power, in the habitual and cuſte 
mary Practice of Sin (one Sin againſt G ON 
are wicked. Perſons;. nor any Thing mot 
evident, chan that ſuch are condemr'd by hi 
Lawzand continuing ſuch, untelievable byt 
Goſpel; and therefore of Neceſſity, expos 
.toceverlaſting Miſery and Ruin, both of Sou 

and Body, in a future Life. 
AND indeed, tis evident to Reaſon, vi 
ſible in Experience, aſſerted in Scriptur 
Pr. 23. a2 · that my of them are on the Road to Tem 
4 155 P 74porary Ruin in this Life, to Poverty, anc 
* 9. 1. Shame aud Pain, and Sickneſs, and a gre: 
Pr. 29. z. many other Evils and Calamities of the pre 
iſent Life. Thus the Glutton and*Drunk 
ard, and Luſtful, and Idle, are on the hig 


Road to Diſhonour and Shame, and Beggiry s 
to miſerable Rottenneſs, Diſtempers, and di 
Death. And I need not tell you, how man} © 
of this Sort of Fools, have for a ſhorr Sea P 
ſon made a mighty Blaze, conſumd theinf © 
Eſtates, Beggar d their Families, poyſoni d 
and rotted their Bodies, and hurry'd them b 
ſelves away like Madmen to the Grave 0 
How many of them have been deſpis d and 

reproach'd whilſt alive, and in Anguiſh off u 
Conſcience, and terrible Deſpair, as well a 7 


under the uſual aggravated Torments of la 


* 
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temperance, have yielded up their, Souls 
Io Juſtice, and been dragg'd away to the , 
Ren dreadful Tribunal of GO D: 2505. | 
D AND the Conſequences of mY If e N 
-uſte other Vices are as Fatal, and as obvious, tho Pr. 22. x. 
not ſo much attended to. The Malicious, 
proud, and Quarrelſome, and buſy Fool, is 
y li <xpos'd to a great many Miſchiefs in the 
y t preſent Lite, lives avoided and abhord, car- 
Pos! ries about with him a fretted Mind and a 
S0 raging Conſcience, brings upon himſelf - 
II rſt Hatred, and then Ruin, and dies at laſt 
„ vi under the ſame Diſrepute and AUNorregue in 
which he liv'd. | 
AND a Courſe of notorious and erofiVice 
is commonly begun in a Breach of & OD 
Holy Day, a flight of Lis Worſhip and Or- 
dinances, and grows compleat in Rampant - 
Profaneſs and 88e ht Infidelicy. So that 
it is as evident of chem, as of all the fare- 
going, that their Tendency is ruinous and 
deſtructive; not to obſerve to you that GOD 
doth in the common Courſe of Providence 
puniſh many, or moſt, or all of theſe Sins 
eſpecially profane Contempt of hmſelf, and 
Name, 3 Day, by immediate Feat 
beſides the natural and neceſſary endenties 
of the Vices themſelves. 
AND tho the Knave may feem to pro- 
miſe fair for an Eſtate in the preſeat World, 
and doth oftentimes procure it, yet many 
Times the Curſe of GOD renders all his 
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reputed à blind one. It fees no Faults ia 


caſy a Tranſition it is from this Love and 
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Knaviſh Cunning ! naproſperous. . He ge- Apr 
nerally hurries himſelt away from that Belo- f! 
ved World which upon any Terms he will R.. 
make his own, and entails Infamy, Diſgrace, IN 
Shame and Poverty, on his Poſterity. _ 


2. BELOVED and pleaſing, Society rer 
do for the moſt Part very powerfully in- Khhic 
duce ; Jock as accompany. them, to the ſame ent 
Courſe of Living with them. There is a Pot 
ſtrange Propenſion in Human Nature to So- 
ciety, ſtrange Charms in Friendſhip and the 
mutual Interchanges of Love: So chat. no- 
thing is more Natural, than for Perſons, at all 
Adventures, and on all Occaſions, to defend 
their beloved Friends. The Paſſion of Love 
having been in all Ages upon this Agcount, 


the Beloved, however groſs ones may in Re- 
ality be committed by him; of if theſe are yl, 
too notorious to be overlook d, Love b 
doth ſtrangely extenuate and leſſen; them: Fith 
So that a Vice which in another can't be be- x 
held, or talk'd of without Horrour, loſes, Yn 
much of its hideous Form when committed ſis 
by a Perſon below d. It doth. on the other ht 
Hand, create many imaginary Beauties and 
Charms, and dreſſes ont the Beloved on all 
Occaſions, to the higheſt Advantage, grows 
impatient, if any Thing be ſaid to his Pre- 
judice or Diſhonour. And tis obvious how 


ue 


_— 


„ ow: 
Approbation, to the Imitation of his Way 

„pf living. So juſtly doth the Apoſile tell us 

Il Ev: Communications corrupt good Manners. I Cor. 15. . 
„ | NAY, this Society comes recommended 33 

Jo che greateſt Advantage, by that ſtrange 
egeneracy and Corruption. which, hath. 
verſpread the Human Nature ſince the Fall; 

vhich hurries him away with a violent Cur- Ron. 7.15. 
eat of Affection to forbidden Objects, 19. 
ompany, and Pleaſures. So that he car- 

ies with him wherever he goes, a great 
nitableneſs to vitious Society; iaſomuch 

Fat their Vices meet with the ſecret Ap- 


I Yrobation of his corrupted Heart, which in- 

d Faces him fondly to affect their: Com- = 
'e any And tis no Wonder it his Love for 

t e Company, ſhould very much tend to en- 

a. me and improve his natural Ccrrupt and 

8 Fil Diſpoſition: No Wonder that when | 
e yl, or the molt eaſily Inflammable Materi- 


be caſt an the Fire, ic ſhould blaze forth 
ith the more Force and Fury. So that 
a Sort of reciprocal Impulſe, the Man's 
a naturally evil Heart hurries him into 
is Society, and faſtens him to it with De- 
r bt, and the Society radicates, confirms 
d d improves this evil Diſpoſition of his; 
11 d thereby renders him ſtill more fond of 
vs ſe Company, more warm for, and more 
e- feas'd with the Enjoymear of it, 5 
AND tho it be true, many of the par- 
d Fular Fools we have mentioned, _ ro 
d- C | ave 


. 
have no Charms to endear their Society; + 
ſuch as the Proud and Knaviſh, and Mali. Þ 1 


cious, and impertinently Buſy; yet tis very 
rarely (if ever) that dne Vice reigns alone: o 


Ordinarily there is a Complexion of Evik I Þ 
Tyrannizing in that Mind where one is al- e 
lowed an uncontroul'd Dominion; and t! 


beteupon, tho” the firſt Inducement to ac- t. 
_ rompany with them, may be of a Nature at 


quite different from the Reigning Vice, yet L 


Pr. 22. 24, gradually ſuch very hateful Tempers arc w 
25, T Io. ſpread thro' the Society, and by a very fa- in 


35 


tal Contagion, the reſt of the Company ſh 


transformed into the ſame Frighrful Foo R 


And there is no one particular Vice ia the 
World, of which Human Nature is not ſuc- 
ceptible, to which ic hath not an innate 
Pronenefs, (if it be not refify*d: and cured $ 
by Grace, ) provided there be Opportunitiſ ro 
and Tentations to ſet Fire to the prepar'd th 


Materials within. e of 
"UPON the whole, it is no Wonder thi 
if a Perſon ſhould gradually (indeed by thi 
ſhort Aſcent) become like his finful Beloved the 
Aſſociates, when not only Man's natural the 
Inclination to Society, and the Love to thy lea 


- Companions which is eaſily grafted thereorg no 


induces him, powerfully 'inclines him Gu 
ſuch a Reſemblance; but alſo the more povy . 


erful [nſtin& of a Corrupted Nature, thay  - 
| ſnatches at all Occaſions to ſpread it ſeſ Me 
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farther, and-grow to a more wogen d Ma- 
lignietx. 

„ ND now from theſe two Conf derati- 
ons laid together, will reſult a very full 
Proof of the dangerous and ruinous Influ- 
ence of wicked Company. The wicked 
themſelves are in a ruinous Condition from 
their very Frame, Temper, and Tendency; 
and they naturally communicate the ſame 
Deformities and Diſtempers, to thoſe with 
whom they converſe, defi, llute, and 
intect them; and then it is no Wotde: thay 
ſhowd be expoled to the ume. chef and and 
Rnin. £ 
HOW EV E R, that the Matter may be 
made yet more fully evident, becauſe ſome 
unwar / Perſons may joyn themſelves to the 
Society, and not preſently fee the dange- 
rous Plague overſpreading them, and may 
thereupon” be induc'd to think they are out 
of Danger; (Tho' 1 believe all will find, if 
they give themſelves Leave to think, that 


che very Society is Infectious, (even when 
af they-are kept ſomewhat within Bounds by 
che Reſtraints of a ſoberer Preſence) and 


leaves (at leaſt) a Diſreliſh ia the Mind 8 
nobler and better Tbings, * a were fert 
Guard be manta 1 5" | 


3. GO D doth oftentimes paniſh, and 
Men commonly form their Judgment of So- 
; deties in the Lump, (if! | may ſo expreſs * 
with- 


9); TIE 
out making any-Diſcrimigation:: That ſuch 
is the Method of Men in judging, is evi- 
dent from theſe Proverbial Speeches, to 
this Purpoſe, amongſt moſt Civiliz'd Nati. 
ons, ſignifying, That no better judgment 
can be form'd of the Man, than by obſerv. 
ing what Company he keeps. So that-what- 
ever the Man's. Aſſociates be, himſelf is 
eſteem'd one of the ſaine Temper, as well 
as one of the fame Club, and thereupon treat- 
ed as ſuch. | So that it is evident, he muſt 
bear a Share of their Infamy, and will be 
dealt wich by others with the ſame Cauti- 
on and Diſtruſt, will be eſteem d by them 
as dangerous and hate ful, as fit to be fcorn'd 
ſhun'd, as the Society with whom he con- 
forts. So that if their Practices tend to D. ſ 
grace, and Shame, and Ruin, to the Loſs 
af their Credit among Mea, and to all the 
ill Conſequences that follow thereupon, he 
mult expect to be involv'd in the Calamity, 
and ſuffer with his Aſſociates. Not to tell 
how many Times their too fond. Love far 
a dear Companion, engages them unwarily, 
in very hurtful and ruinous Deſigns, and 
Encounters for the proſecuting his Quarrel, 
and expoſes them to Puniſhment, when 
themſelves were (perhaps) ſcarce Actors, or 


acceſſory in the Crimes for which they ſuffer. 
AND that G0 D is pleas d ſometimes, fi 
juſtly to puniſh the whole Society iodiſſe- 
reatiy, for the Sin of the Members, tha. 


ſome 


ſome may not be as guilty as others, nor 

ch perhaps guilty at all of the hainous Sins that 

i- bale down GO Ds e upon them; . 

to but only Lovers of the Society, and indu- 

ti- ced thereby to overlook the Sin, is a Matter 

at ¶ notorious in Common Experience; and needs 

v. not be prov'd. Thus, the Company and 

t- Friends of Corah, and all that had a De- 

is ¶ pendance upon him, were with him {wallow- 

ell ed up alive, tho we don't read of their be- Nunb. 15. 

t- ing Partakers with him in the particular Sin, 32, 33. | 

iſt that Incenſed GOD to vindicate his Ho- 

be nour by ſo remarkable a Vengeance. And 

ti- N how often the Iſraelites were Sufferers for 

m cheir bare Familiarity with the Heathen, 

1d will be very notorious upon a diligent En- 

n= quiry into their Hiſtory, recorded in the Bi- 

ble. Even the good King Jehoſophat ſuffer'd 1 Kingsz2. 

ols for his Friendſhip with wicked Ahab, and 32. 

he ¶ ſcarce eſcaped with his Life. And it is no 

ways to be wonder'd at, when GOD is 

pleas'd to give ſuch a ſtrict and full Charge Pr. 4. 14, 
againſt ſuch Familiarity,that he ſhould puniſh 15 

Iſuch as heed not his Prohibition, but twiſt 

themſelves notwithſtandingʒinto ſuch an Ac- 

quaintance and Intimacy. Moreover, 


4- IN Caſes of Difficulty, Wicked Com- 
panions uſe to give very hurtful and rui- 
nous Advice. The Matter here ſpeaks for 
lit ſelf, they can adviſe to nothing but what 
heir own wicked Hearts approve 3 they 
» | my 
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muſt thereforeadviſe to carry on Deſigns that 


are no ways/ juſtifiable, or elſe notoriouſly 


_ Exch. 18. 


evil: And the Methods they adviſe to, muſt 
be as deſtructive as the Deſign is wicked: 
Miſery aud Calamity being in the juſt Provi- 
dence of GOD, a conſtant Attendant and 
Conſequence of Sin. And ſure it needs not 
be prov'd, that the Proud will by his Advice 
bloat and ſivel] the Mind of his Companion 
the Malicious ſharpen and ſet a keen Edge 
on his Temper; the Drunkard, and Glut- 
ton, and Luſtful, perſuade him to the Grati- 
fication of his raging Appetites, &c. 
BUT tis in Caſes of Difficulty that their 
Advice is eſpecially ruinous. If the Man 


be at any Time affronted or injured by 


others, how frequently do they adviſe to 
the moſt deſperate Revenge? If in the Way 
of his Buſineſs, he be entangled and perplext, 
to what fatal Hazards do they, by their Ad- 
vice, expoſe him? And how many Thou- 
ſands have ruin'd themſelves by hearkning 
at ſuch Seaſons, to evil Councellors ?- But 
however, the beſt Advice they ordinarily 
give, is to divert from the unpleaſing Me- 
ditation, and give themſelves up to a Courſe 
of Jollity, that may ſtupify the Mind, and 


render it quite inſenſible of the Burthen that 
preſſes upon It. 

AND they hurry them on to this Courſe 
of Life; with more than common Vehemen 
cy, if their Canſciences begin to awake! 

5 anc 


Z 
at and to upbraid with Sin; if a Beam of Di- 
une Light raiſes a Conviction in their Minds, py, 1. 10, 
and brings them to any ſerious Thoughtful- 121,12, 13 
neſs about the Matters of G OD, their Souls, 14. 
and a coming Eternity. Here they labour 
ad hard to perſwade them off from the uneaſy 
ot Thought, to flight and diſregard the trou- 
bleſome Impreſſions, to choak them up and 
overwhelm them by a Torrent of lewdMirth, 
by a groſſer Life of Debauchery than they 
had led before; How intent are they upon 
ſecuring them for themſeves ? How impatient 
of their growing Melancholy religious Fools? 
And how many Deviliſn Arts do they uſe 
to take away wholly, all Senſe and Feeling 
of Conſcience, that it may never more grow 
uneaſy? They may be in no Danger of loſing 
their Companion, or of having any uneaſy 
XUE Thoughts awakened in their own Minds, by 
d. his Convictions and Diſquiet. How do 
Ichey uſe after this Manner to beſpeak him? 
ine puh! Tis a Madneſs to be thus uneaſy 
about Religious Trifles, the Dotage of me- 
ih lancholy Men, who dream of a Life beyond 
Ichis, which none of them ever ſaw. Who 
ſe would bereave himſelf of the Comforts of 
and Time, and lead a Penſive and dejected Life, 
becauſe of the unprovd Dreams of ſome 
fanciful Fools, who would fetter up the 
World by unneceſſary Reſtraints, and turn 
Iit into an univerſal Hermitage. No, no; 
let us enjoy our ſelves, whilſt Time laſts, 
"7 ny 


k 02 
and take no Thought for hereafcer ; but ba. 
niſh all ſuch uneaſy Thoughts from our 


"Breaſts, as would ſtab our preſent Pleaſure} , 5 
or confine our Delights within any Bounds of 
rhei 


choak up Conſcience, and drown its Cries 
and if ir will ſtill be troubleſome uſe Vio. Pad 
lence with ir, and tell it that ic ſhall be ſill, affo1 
that we will not hearken to ſuch a dotinp \dv 
Tormentor, but will drive on Time as met- rin 
rily as we can, in Wordly Purſuits, and think uſt 
of another World, (it it muſt be thoughiffele 
upon at all) when there's no more FelicigFP* 
to be had in this. But never let the Thought beit 
of diſtant Inviſibilities, an unſeen G ODE 
and Hell, or the Upbraidings of Conſcienc 
within, reſtrain us from thoſe Worldly Ob 
jets, that offer to our Eyes and Appetite 
ſo many Charms and Alluremeats. . Afteſf 
this Manner do they make their Addreſ 
to the grieved Soul; thus do they give thei 
Advice for the Removal of his Trouble: 
Oh mad and ruinous Advice! As miſchie 
vous and Fatal, as if they direted'a Sword ui 
the Breaſt of a diſtracted Companion, ant 

bid him thruſt Home to his Heart, and cu 
thro* it with his own Hands, ſignitying ui 
him (to heighten his Fury and encourag 
him to make a certain Diſpatch) that them 
ſelves would bear him Company, and ca 
open their own Hearts, provided he wouk 


a | 


| deſtroy himſelf in like Manner. 
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s. And Laſtly. WHEN the Compa- 
nion is in greateſt Diſtreſs, and moſt needs 
heir Aſſiſtance, they generally deſert him, 
+ ad bare neither Power nor Inclination to 
51 ford him any. Thus, if by following their 
ine Advice, or Example, the poor Wretch 
er. Prints Ruin on himſelf, becomes a Prey to 
: juſtice, the ſinful Companions ſhift for them- 
Ahe Relves, and deſert him: He muſt no longer 
2 S&xpect Relief, or Help from them. If by 
heir Society he hath been induc'd to mel: 
way a good Eſtate, and reduce himſelf to 
geggary, he is kick d out of their Company, 
and left to ſtarve for his wicked Folly - He 
Kao longer fit to Club with them, but ſhames 
nd reproaches his Aſſociates, and therefore 
uſt withdraw. If by ſharping Gameſters he 
as been chousꝰd out of his Money, andſttipd 
o the very Skin, he meets with noPity from 
dem; but the deſpicable Wretch muſt ſhife 
or himſelf; he may die wich Cold and Hung- 
r if he will, they'll not relieve him. If in their 
ompany he out-ſpends his Eſtate, contracts 
Debt, and for Default of Payment be im- 
Fnured in a Priſon, and there be at the Point 
f ſtarving for Want of Neceſſaries, no Pity 
or aa Ancient Companion ſtirs in their 
reaſts; * Mig they'll not abate- a 
ite of their own. Expences for his Releaſe 
Ir Support. How 


many Inſtances of this 
a Nature, 
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Nature may our on Obſervation upon au e 
ealy; Rien e id RR, | 
BUT (which 


BUL 1 is the moſt pityable Caſt it 
of all) if the Man he troubled about his Ever- If 
laſting Intereſt, and they, cannot perſwade th 
him to wear off the Terror; if GO DIe 
Arrows ſtick faſt in him, and Mirth add 
Jollity will not relieve him, then they ſuf 
fly. his Society, as moſt frightful, leaveſſot 
him to his. Inward Torturesz and as they 
cannot. adminiſter to his Eaſe, fo they dam W 
not afford him their Company. If by a De. 
bauch he be caſt into a Feavour, or lingring 
Conſumption, and begins upon the Brink o 

Eternity to rub up his Eyes, look backwart 
on his paſt Actions, look forward to con, 
Everlaſting World, whether he is goitig}Þos 
and then in theſe concluding Moments, "dey"! 
lires their Company, that they would nohnce 
either bring a Charm to eaſe the Inwargstc1 
Gaawings of his Conſciehce, ot elſe ſerigpre 

dguſly hearken whilſt as a dying Man, he hein 
them the Folly of their Courſe of Life, exÞcat 
claims againſt-the MadneG of his own, oer e 
folemaly warns them to a quick Repentaritt le. 
There,is none that have the Courage to co hey 
nigh him, they ſhun, him as they Would dgvov 


Death and the Grave. He is in their AC E. 
is 


count, the moſt Ghaſtly Spectacle they'd 
-look . UPON » 70 45 28. 


en. t eee 
AND how many, Sirs, do you meet with” | 
who in this forlora Condition reproach 'enſf chu 
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in | elves with their deſperate Folly, their Com- 
I panions with their Unkindneſs, upbraid and 
e tab themſelves with painful and cutting Re- 
r. tections, and accuſe them? How do they 
de {thus bemoan themſelves ? Oh!] that I ſhould 
9, bcarken to the ſinful Motions of my own cor- 
ad rupt Heart! To their Fatal Advices, and 
er ofter my Company to put off the Thoughts 
avelgof G O D, my Soul, and an everlaſting Eſtate 
neff ti now! Now on the Brink of another 
ml World, I ſee my Folly, but deſpair of a 
De. Cure, acknowledge my Madneſs, my prodi- 
inellsious Madneſs, but ah! tis too late. They 
oba ve brought me hither to this deplorable, 
,ar(fiio this deſpairing, to this raging Conditi- 
eon, and there they leave me; leave me ex- 
ine pos d co che furious Tortures of mine own 
de guilty Conſcience, the terrible Wrath of an 
now@ncenſed GO DO, and the killing Proſpect of 
vaifcernal Miſery juſt before me, and now they 
ſerjiffore gone! They could hurry me on to that 

in which hath brought me to this diſmal 
' exState, but now can ſay hothing to relieye 
. Mor caſe me, and ſhun my Sight as intollera- 
Antafible. My Groans they can't hear, my Pains 
comFbey can't eaſe, my Terrors they can't re- 
14 dove, nor ſave me from the Grave, from 
r Atte Juſtice of GOD, from the Miſery of 
ele. And is this the Iſſue of my Delights! 
this the Fatal Upſhot and Concluſion of 
wider Friendſhip ! Am I thus forgotten! Am 
n en thus abborr'd! Oh Melancholy Folly ! Oh! 
ſelyt | E 23 Melan- 


ITE (6) 
Melancholy Folly ! Oh Madneſs beyond Er,» 
reſſion or Thought! What have | done ft 
here am 1? In a Wilderneſs ſolitary ane 


hat 


diſtreſs d, and not a Friend comes near me 
Oh that | had dwelt more with GO D an( 
Good Men! They would not have abandon 
ed me thus in a Time of Extremity. I ſhoul 
now have them ſtanding round me with re 
freſhing Cordials. Oh that I had fled ſud 
very Ruinous Society, that I had rathe 
paſs'd away my Life in ſome forlorn Corn 

in fome uninhabited Deſart among Lion 
and Tygers! But ah! I complain in vai 
I muſt, (I ſee) | muſt away from all my m 
_ Companions and Delights, make my Aj op 
pearance at the Bar of GOD, there to 
condemn'd, and then thruſt from thence in 
Hell, to languiſh for ever in Chains of Dark 
neſs, among that maddet and Eternally ray 
ing Society that inhabit there. 


| 
E have diſpatch d the Three formſty 
Heads of our Diſcourſe, and proceed to ii to t 
Laſt, to make Improvement, or den 
e | 9 [ 
w. APPLICATION. 1s Wich 
Company thus Infective and ruinous ? Heng] mor 
we may bolc 
[ 


1. GIVE ſome Account of the prodigioſ ple⸗ 
Wickedneſs that abounds in the Worlf Mar 
Whence it has ſpread it ſelf ſo wide, and 


grown to ſuch a Meaſure of Inſolence, 
ch 


ne! 
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hat we may almoſt apply to the preſent 
EManabitants, the Deſcription G O O gives us 


of the Old World, which in dreadful Juſtice 


and he ſwept away by the Waters of a Flood. 


he moſt dar ing and preſumptuous Sins. It 
may be fairly accounted far from the Do- 
rine we have already laid down; for the 


Nrinciples of Averſion from God, and Re- 
Abellion and Enmity ag iiaſt him, which are 


born with Man's Nature, in this ſtate of A- 


lon poſtacy, incline him to all Evil. He hach a 


natural laſtinct that invites him to Society. 


is Love co Sin, and Propenſions to Society 


(operating in Conjunction) do evidently rea- 
der him fond of evil Company; this ſuits him 
beſt, and moſt correſponds with his depra- 
ved Faculties and Appetites: And ſure tis 


Nobvious, that a Society thus pleaſing, plea- 


ling from his natural Inclinations to Socie- 


Aty; more pleaſing from his potent Averſions 


to that which is good, and as powerful Ten- 
dencies to that which is evil, will do very 
much ro heighten this ſinful Temper of his, 
to ſtimulate and puſh him forward to the 
more eager Commiſſion of Sin, and to em- 
bolden and harden him therein. 

T is evideat, that the Society that moſt 


Man, and according to the Meaſure of his 
Delight in them, will their Degree of [nflu- 
| E 2 cace 


That all Fleſh had corrupted their Way, and Gen. 6-11, 
e whole Earth was filled with Violence. i. e. 


12, 13. 


Ipleaſes, will have moſt lafluence upon the 
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ence be: And as every Opportunity he en · 


joys their Company, will the more endear 
them to him, ſo every Seaſon of ſinful Plea. 
ſure will the more enrage and confirm his 
Inward Diſtempers; as the rubbing of the 
Itch ſpreads it farther, or as the adding Fuel 
to the Flames, cauſes them to burn out with 
the greater Vehemence and Rage. And 
'tis as evident, that Example will give a 
ſtrange Boldneſs in the moſt Hazardous At- 
tempts. A Man who by himſelf would be 
witheld from Sin by the Commanding Re- 
ſtraints of Conſcience, or the Dread of Di- 
vine Vengeance, will in Company forget 
both one and the other, and venture, wich- 
out any Remorſe or Relactance, on what, 
whilſt alone, he had no Courage to commit, 
Emulation of others ſtirs on to the ſame da- 
ring Undertakings wich them. Mutual At- 
fection perſuades on to an Equality of Guilt, 
tho' at the Hazard of Equal Vengeance and 
Miſery, to avoid being charg'd by a Be- 
loved Aſſociate with Want of Affection, 
becanſe of an Unwillingeſs to run the ſame 
Riſque with him, and defye the ſame Dan- 
gers. | Nee at 

T HIS being then (as we have made evi- 
dent) the natural Tendency and Effect of evil 
Company; and Man being a Creature very 
fond of Society in the beſt State of his Na- 
ture; of evil Society in the preſent depraved 
State thereot ; it is no Wonder that Wick - 


— 


| (Cor ) ; 
edneſ, vaſt and I n Wicked nefs ſhould 
overſpread the Earth, as it now doth. 
THE lafection is already communica- 
ted to all; Society tends, to ſpread it uk 
the Miſcheif i is capable of prodigious In 
creaſe; It is no Vonder it ſhould be ſo Ge- 
neral, no Wonder it en be ſo monſtrous. 
Moreover we may infer | 


2. THE Madueſs. and Miſes of the 
greateſt Part of the World. Their Mad- 
neſs in being fond of ſuch ruinous and de- 
ſtructi ve Society, their Miſery in living un- 
der the Influeaces thereof. 1s it eaſily cre- 
dible, that Men who have the Uſe of their 
Reaſon, and ſee fo many frightful Wrecks 
before their Eyes, ſo many Ghaſtly Ruins 
made in Families and Eſtates, ſo much In- 
famy, Contempt and Shame, ſo much Pg- 
verty and Miſery brqughcgn particular Per- 
ſons, ſhould yet (by 1 oy not what ſe⸗ 
cret Spells) be bewitch'd with the 9 90- 
ety that hath produc? 1 theſe very formi- 
dable Effects; and love it with that Fandaels 
as if they courted Ruin, and were pleas'd 
with the Thoughts of being undone ? 

INDEED another World lyes out of 
Sight, and Men can very eaſily ſhift the 
Thoughts of that, who will hearken to the 
Suggeſtions of their corrupt Hearts. Bur 


one woald think Ruins in their outward 


EEG o eaſy Greg, and ſo com- 
E mon 


mon Event, ſhould make deeper Impreſlian 
upon them, and bring em to a more ſeri. 
ous Thonghtfulneſs. And in Reality, thei i 
axe never the leſs mad, for venturing on Ry. 
in in another Life; (tho? it be out of Sight, 
and they have not any Occular Demonſtra. 
tion of the Certainty and Greatneſs of the 
Ruin as they have in the other Caſes) becauſ: 
tho? they ſee it not, yet they have as much 
Evidence for the Truth thereof, as puts the 
Matter out of all rational Doubt as much 
as could fairly be deſired, as could well be 
given, G OD having pawn'd his own Ve- 
racity and Faithfulneſs for the Certaiaty 
cg: fo do oft al 
ALAS! What a ſtrange Blindneſs is Fi 
that of the depraved Mind of Man? What of N 
a Numneſs hath ſeiz'd his Faculties, that the 
he ſhould no more freely, no more ſeri-· Ithe 
ouſly think on the Matters that do moſt high- Nb. 
Iy concern him? But by an Inſtinct as blind he; 
as what moves the Brutes, ſhould adjoyn Þþr 1 
himſelf to that Society that moſt ſuits with tien 
_ Corrupt Nature, without looking to hei 
the miſchievous and deadly Conſequences ty, 
of ſuch an Aſſociation, Methinks we may Band 
even transfer hither that Expreſſion of the ies 
2 Pet. z. 12 Apoſtle Peter, They are as natural Brute Beaſt 5, pf t. 
made to be taken and deſtroyed. Or that Pa- Peſs 
Jude 10. rallel one of Jude, What they know naturally, Fery 
in thoſe Things they corrupt themſelves. i. e. ſn 
They act by the blind Impulſes of a 9 uic 
N e ane 


. 


Kn 
and Brutiſh Nature, with as much Incon- 
ri fderation as the very Beaſts and by follow- 
ef ing Tendencies of theirs, do groſly pollute 
U. and degrade themſelves. And is not this 
it Madneſs? Is it not worſe than Madneſs ? 
2- Oh ! How mad then is the greateſt Part of 
tell Mankind? It is a Numberleſs Majority that 
ike mix themſelves with ſich Society: Indeed 
[they are very few who have eſcap'd the Con- 
be. tagion, and that not without the Interven- 
ch tion of the Mighty Power of Divine Grace, 
bel that has ſaatch'd them as Brands ont of the 
e · ¶ Zurning, and ſav'd them from the common 
y EMiſchicf and Ruin. e 

AND is not the World as miſerable, as it 
is lis mad and fooliſh, when the greateſt Part 
dat ef Mankind by far, have ſuch a Fondoeſs for 
gat the ruinous Society of the Wicked? Indeed 
ri- the whole World ſeems to the enlightened 
zb. Nhriſtian, a Great Bedlam,or Hoſpital, where 
nd he greateſt Part by far, are either diſtracted 
yn pr maim'd, or elſe with the utmoſt Impa- 
th Fence and Eagetneſs, courting, the Loſs of 
heir Senſe and Limbs. And Wicked Soci- 
ty,like ſome hideous Rock, on which Thou- 
ands have been daſh'd in Pieces, and Bo- 
the Ries and Goods ſwim round on the Surface 
ta, f the Waters; and yer, (Oh! fatal Mad- 
da- ſheſs /) others without any Horror at the 
ery frighttul Spectacle, will thruſt forward 
„In the ſame Miſchief, tho they go down 
uick to the bottom, and leave floating above, 


the 
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the ſame Ruins with others who have gone ruf 
before them. The greateſt Part ot Man- Hof 
kind will keep to the Company which is Nanc 
ſo dangerous; and that when the Danger I to 
is obvious, and the Ruins of others appear, Ion 
whereever they look around theni. Nay, Nei 
if they had but the Liberty and Freedom of i me 
Thought, becoming Men, would perceive ing 
that the encroaching Miſchiet had already on 
ſerz.d on themſelves, and is every Day ad- 
vancing forward their utter Ruin; if not; 
in the preſent Life, yet in a Future, where N ciaſ 
the Ruin will be as ſure and inconceivablyYTh 
more terrible, tho? it be out of Sight. andcaſj 
tho they do what they can to put off the bec: 
Thoughts of it. | | | "v1 
ALA s! Can there be a more affecting car. 
Proſpe&, than to ſee an Herd of Men deſtinſithe 
tote of their Senſes, and led on by 1 knowftion 
not what potent Charms of Society, leapingEHab 
headlong- from ai Precipice, | daſhing 't0 
Pieces in the Deſcent, and ſcattering the 
Ruins of their Bodies, their Blood, and 
Brains, and Bones on the Rocks in the 
Way, and on the Ground below ? Yet, On 
a Thouſand fold more frightful ProſpedFyou: 
we have before us, to ſee the Generaliiſfpan) 
of Mankind following each other to MiJReſ 
ſery and Ruin upon Earth, and to the 1nmuct 
comparably moreGhaſtly Miſery of a Fufrer 
tute Hell; hurry'd on by the mighty InÞHooſe 
pulſe of perſwaſive Luſt, the labora Cor mpl 
N . ruptio0 


. 
ie N ruption of a depraved Nature, the Charms 
n. Jof a mad Society, to Poverty: and Shame, 
is and Diſgrace, and Miſery, on Earth; and 
er N to the flaming Horrors of utter Darkneſs. 
*, Oh miſerable State“ Nothing can be con- 
9, ceiv'd more frightful, but the Accompliſh- 
of ment of that Ruin, to which they are mak- 
VveRling very haſty Approaches. Let me graft 
dyFon the foregoing a 3 


- 


ol 3. HOW much Reaſon have all, (eſpe- 
ere cially Vouth)to be cautious of ſuch Society? 
ly The Danger is great and common, and tis 
nu eaſy to ſee that Youth is eſpecially expos d; 
be becauſe whilſt their Blood runs warmly 
Ichro' their Veins, and the Motions of the 
ing carnal Appetite are ſtrong and lively, 
ſti⸗ they the are more eaſily won by the Tempta- 
ov Ftion, grow fond of the Society, their evil 
ing Habits are the molt eaſily confirgp'd and im- 
do prov d; ſo that the Poſſeſſion of their Hear ts 
theFonce gottea is a laſting one, and they are 
andBvery hardly recovered. when once they are 
e gembarqued in the ruinous Society. And 
oh how frequently in all Experience, are 
pedQYouth entangled and undone by ſuch Com- 
ltYFpany and that with Diſpatch ? Not only with 
MiYReſpet to the preſent Life, but what is 
10-Fmuck' more fatal and deplorable, loſt for 
Fiernity: Firſt give their Appetites the. 

gooſe Rein, and encourage them by the Ex- 
mple of their Companions in the E 
Wl | Xtra» 


\ 


Extravagancies, check or bribe their Con- 


and in one of them gives a very remarka- 


Prev. 7. 7. 


ſeduc'd by the enticing Words of an Harlot: 


of the Caſe; is it not moſt evident, that 


their Society? That they may not chro 


C76 ) 
ſciences, and at length having ſear'd them, 
bid Defiance to all Principles of Religion, 
Honour, or Honeſty, and live in open Con- 
tempt of the Laws of GO D, and an avowed 
Disbelief of the Truths of his Revelation, 
SOLOMON (it is very likely) from 


this Perſwaſion, addreſſes manv of the firſt 
Chapter of his Book of Proverbs to his Son, 


ble Inſtance of the Prevalency of evil So- 
ciety with Youth. I beheld among the ſimple 
ones, I diſcernd among the Youth, a young 
Man void of Underſt anding, that was eaſily 


And what the melancholy Conſequences of 
his Seduction were, the Series of the Chap- 
ter diſcovers. 

HOWEVER, Youth are not the only 
Perſons endangered: There is Society in 4 
the World to ſuic every Age and State] ©: 


of Life, with ſuccesful Temptations, and 5} 
others proceed to the fore- mentioned Mea- © 
fure of Blindneſs, Profaneſs, and Maligni- of 


ty, by quite different Steps. | 
BUT if this be the Melancholy State} ?* 


all Perſons have the Higheſt Reaſon in 
the World, to be cautious in the Choice of 


evil Influence, be hurryd away into th 
worſt and moſt provoking Sins: Nays | a 
| | | chef 


( 
they avoid 0 ly, lewd and profane Com- 
pany, yet if they mingle with ſuch as are 
vain and fooliſh, and have no Savour of 
Rl ion, their Converſe is like to breed 


nconcern about the Things of GO D, 
if it doth not produce a Contempt of him, 
and whatever 1s Sacred. And really, when 
we carry about with us corrupt Natures, 
that are ſo eaſily tickled and entic'd to that 
which is ſinful, we have all need to nſe 
the utmoſt Caution in this Caſe; eſpeci- 

ally, when an innate Inclination 7o Soci- 
ety helps forward the powerful Tenden- 
cy of Luſt, makes the Danger therefore 
the greater, and the Succeſs of the Temp- 
tation more eaſy and ſure. : 


4 THEN thoſe deſerve Reprco that 
28 too bold with evil Company. Un- 
der which I comprehend ſuch WO may be 
civiliz'd, but have no powerful Savour of 
Religion, nor by their Converſe diſcover 
any ſerious Regard to the great Matters 
of G0 D, their Souls and Eternity. 16, 
alas ! Who is there that more or 122 
not liable to this Reproof? 


1. EVEN thoſe who are born al 
hy the Power of Grace, and have a pre- 
vailing Abhorreace of that which is flatly 
Evil, a prevailing Flatneſs towards that 
which is not truly Good; are yet too bold 

in 


— 
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in expoſing themſelves ig Sociaty, too har- 
dy in venturing, into, too frequent, and 
free, and pleas d with the Company of 
Evil Doers: For, alas! they haye the Rem- 
gants of Corruption in them, tho they are 
freed from the Reign thereof; and the Luſt. 
ings. of IN. Nature are too much hu- 
mour d and fed by them. And it is (alaſs “) 
a Matter obvious in common Experience, 
that in Compliance with their Company, 

they too frequently cloſe their Mouths in 
GOD's Cauſe, lend a patient Ear to the 
Froth and Folly, if not to the downright 
Sia and Wickedneſs of their Companions, 
and. involve themſelves thereby in their 
| Guilt, thro juſt Participation. 


NOR do they keep that Guard over 
themſelves. as they ought to do, but often 
'kearken to their own corrupt Inclinations, 
or the Inſinuations of others, to their own 
Prejudice, Diſquiet and Miſchief, to the 
railing a Clamor within, .by alarumiog 
Conſcience; or what is much worſe, to the 
making a Stand in the. Chriſtian Life, by 
. Jaying Ut alle5p- tos ir hs a 

AND alas! the Worldy Affairs which 

muſt be manag'd and carry'd on in ſuch 
Society, frequently prove much to their 
Hurt, and they excuſe themſelves in their 
. figful Compliances,and unjuſtifiable Pleaſed- 


ceſſary Buſineſs, let down their Watch, and 
25 | | are 


he. 


neſs with the Society, by a Pretence of ne- 


0993 
are then eaſily taken and overcome. Where. 
as they mould never indeed mingle with 
ſuch Society, but with an heedful Obſervati- 
on of, and Reſtraint laid upon themſelves. 
And as Solomon adviſes in another Caſe, 
for the due Regulation and Confinement 
of an Appetite, whetted by the Preſence 


of ſuitable Objects, to keep a Knife at the Pro. 23.2. 


Throats, ſo. ſnould they by a ſenſe of their 
Danger,on all fuch Occalions, quicken their 
Attention and Vigilancy. But mn 


2. THOSE are moch more to be re- 
proy'd, who without any Care or Cauti- 
on, venture upon any Society. That lend 
a patient Ear to all Temptations of this 
Nature, without any ſerious Thought, or 
careful Diſtinction; that without any Re- 
ſpect to the Danger or Fear of it, will 
hearken to every inſinuating Argument that 


is us d ro invite them into any Company; 


and fo fearleſſy and inconſiderately expoſe 


themſelves to the Danger and Miſchief( which 


we have ſhewn you) is to be expected from 
evil Company. He being eaſily enſuaru 
by them, and held faſt, and ruin'd; who 
without Diſtin&ion, or ſerious Thought, 
will thus expoſe himſelf. And doch he not 
deſerve a very ſevere Rebuke, that will'af- 


ter this Manner venture on his own De- 


ſtruction, and to gratify unaccountable Hu- 


mour, mingle wich a Society of Mad men, 


” 
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grow ravigg as well as they, by being us of 
to their Converſe, and at laſt periſh in. on 
fallibly with chem? Certainly, that Man ane 
who will thus offer hiqmſelf to inevitable tat 
Ruin, deſerves, the moſt ſerious Reproof, ſen 
if he bent deaf to all Advice, and grown Spi 
too dangeroully ſtupid to receive any Be. her 
re = THR 
ES DN Nen ND tha 
3. ARE they moſt of all to be reprov d, iog 
who are not only eaſily ſeduc'd into wicked and 
Company, but court jt, and make it their vils 
Buſineſs to inveagle and ſeduce others: fre! 
That are only gratified whilſt they ate He 
making themſelves. vile among ſuch Com. def 
panions; and entring unwary and unſettlel Til 
poor Sinners, whom they can lafluence, inf W. 
the ſame. Deviliſh Society: That com pas ſelv 
Sea and Land to make Proſelytes, for che and 
Devil, and train them up ia all the wick dea 
ed Arts and practices themſelves uſe, to whe 
Sear Conſcience, and work their Minds intoſ chi. 
the moſt deſperate Contempt of G O U tbe 
the moſt inveterate Hatred of any Thiggfand 
that bears his Image. That are continually Jar! 
looking out for ſuch; ( eſpecially among 
the Youth) that they can moſt eafily make paſ: 
à Prey of, and when they have, once entred 
them into the Club, do their utmoſt! to wearſ bu 
off all ſober Impreſſions, | and, transformf Lite 
them into as very Beaſts and Devils as}. 5 
_ themſelves ; who can laugh at the Thom (ons 
„ | 0 
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of Divine Juſtice, brave Hell and Damnati- 
on; in a Word are grown, Heroes in Luſt, 
and (as.long as n and Temp- 
tations, and the Noiſes and Clamours of 
ſenſual Mirth and Jollitywill buoy up their 
Spirits, and keep off all dreadful 17 
henſions of another Nature,) will ſhew 
themſelves more deſperately Couragious 
than the Devils, by disbeleiving and turn- 
ing into Ridicule, that Wrath of GOD, 
and Miſery of the Damn'd, which the De- 


vils believe and feel, and at which they 74. 2. 19 
© tremble: That can't be content to go to 


Hell by themſelves, but do their utmoſt to 
deſtroy others with them; tho at the ſame 
Time, they heat the Furnace of Divine 
Wrath the more glowing Hot for them - 
ſelves, and aggravate their own Miſery 
and Damnation: Who uſe their main En- 
deavours to poiſon all the Society with 
whom they converſe, wtth their own miſ- 
chievous- Principles, to communicate to 
them the ſame Meaſure of Inſole ce in Sin 
and Contempt of GO D, which is grown 
natural to themſelves, to perſwade them 
to caſt off GOD, Heaven or Hell, and 
paſs away Life in one continued Rant of 
the groſſeſt Debauchery and Lewdneſs, and 
buoy themſelves up in ſuch a Courſe of 
Life, by a raging Infidelity. x. 

SURELY, if the Society of ſuch Per- 


rorsſons by the very natural lafluence of it be 
ruinous 


of 


ö 
1 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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ruinous, (I mean) when they do not ſer 
themſelves with Vigor and laduſtry to 
propagate the mad Temper; themſelves 
muſt be doubly ruin'd, who uſe their 
utmoſt Art and Induſtry to infect and 
ſenſuslite others to make them vile, and 
lewd, and deviliſn. n ne 
IN DE ED theſe Men ſcorn our Advi- 
Pr. 15. ces and Rebukes, they laugh at the firſt, 
An. p. io and rage at the laſt. But if they'll be ſo 
mad, we muſt not forbear to ſhew them 
their Folly and Danger: And let them 
laugh and rage on, tis. but a very litik 
White, before they'll as much ubraid them- 
felves with their Folly and Madneſs; nay, 
ten Thouſand-fold more than we can do; 


' with” much greater Vehemency againſt em- 
ſelves, than they can now rage againſt vs 
if not in this Life, yet certainly without 
Repentance, in another; when the Inward 
Torments of their own Minds will be 
tretting them for ever, and they in An 
guiſn and Horror will gaaſh their Teeth 
and tear themſelves to Pieces with the 
-own Hands, for their deſperate Coutemp 
of the ſerious Advice, for their malignan 


* 


and devilſh Rage at the kind Rebukes d 


ſuch as would have ſhewn them thei 
Folly, perſuaded them off from the felt 


tis hut a ſnort Seaſon, before they M rag: 


yon 


ruining. Defign, and to a fitter and moi tem 
uſeful Employment of their Faculties, Pon (uo 
RT 
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et || ers, and Induſtry. I ſhall cloſe up the Diſ⸗ | 
to county with an 
es 
ir 


S. EXHORTATION to two or 
by F5 nl Sorts of Perſons. 


nd 1. TO ſuch as have ; boon! en- 
viegled by wicked Men, and are their 

vi: Companions. My main Advicie is imme- 
lt, diately to deſert their Company; For 
o GO Ds Sake, Sirs, ſtand ſtill a lictle, und 
em debare the Caſe with your ſelves. We 
em have not given a full Account of the Mat- 
tile ter we have been treating of; but may we 
em · not call in you as Evidences-that we have 
"a7, ziven.' a/ fair State of Things? As Bvi- 
do dences of the Contagion of wicked Com- 
rage pany ? Ask your ſelves (if you have ſo 
much Conſideration left,) what Progreſſes 
you have made in Vice, ſince you have 
been thus miſchievouſſy 'yoked. Atte you 
not grown more bold, and ' Impudent - 
in a - Courſe of Sin, as well as more 
A raging and furious? Ate you not every 
Day more averſe to ſerious Conſideration, 
il to any Retirement from the World, for 
1 ſerious Debate with your ſelves; more 
fond of the fatal Converſe, more charm'd 
there with, more ſtimulated and encourag d 
i thereby in a Courſe of [Signing + Don't 
ſelf you find that you now have an high Con- 
moi tempt of GO D and this growing apave- 
pon (not only to blaſphemous Talk, and che 
er F222 | higheſt 


higheſt Degrees of Lewdneſs, in Deſpight 
of the Reſtraints of his Law, and the ter- 


rible Threatnings by which it is enforcd, 


but) to a bold lnfidelit 5, an utter Disbe- 
liet of, and Diſregard to the common Prig- 
ciples of natural Religion, and thoſe Per- 
ſwaſions of Mankind about the Honeſty and 
Decency of their Actions, that have been 
entertain d among Heathens, and do ſerve 
to ſapport the Awtfulneſs of Vertue, to up- 
hold Societies, and to maintain Peace and 
Order in any tollerable Meaſure in the 
World. And Sirs, can you feel the dan- 
gerous Poyſon | creeping on to the Vitals, 
(for if once you loſe a Senſe of theſe com- 
mon Principles, all Feeling of Conſcience 
is loſt, and your ſelves are loſt alſo, with- 
out a Miracle,) and yet not be ſtartled at 
the amazing Folly ? What, are you hur- 
ried away by an impetuous Stream? And 
do you 1lide ſmoothly on to a dangerous 
Precipice, from whence, you ll be inevita- 
bly plung d into utter Ruin, and have you 
loft your Senſes! Are you depriv'd of the 
Underſtanding of Men! Do not you ſee whe- 
ther yon are going? Or doth the Dia of 


- Pleaſure, and the potent Faſcination. of ſuch 


a mad Society, hurry all Compoſure out 
of your Thoughts, blind your Eyes? And 
will yon drive on without looking before 


- you, or ever expoſtulatiog with your 


ſelves, till the Flames of Hell ſhall awaken 
you, 
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you, till you periſh with the ruinous So- 
ciety on which you dote? Methinks, (if 
GO D hath not given you up to a repro- 
bate Mind,) it ſhovld not be impoſlible 
in ſuch a plain Caſe to reſcue you, to pre- 
vail upon you to break off from the de- 


ſtructive Converſe, and quit the Society. 


| ſuppoſe you are yet Men who haye Rea- 
ſon that you can exercize, that you have 
Thought and Conſideration, tho' alas 1 
ſee you do little vſe it, and are ſinfully 
diſenclin'd to ſuch an Exerciſe. But for 
G OD's Sake Sirs, ia a Matter of ſuch 
Importance, reſolve ſor once, to hear the 
Voice of Conſcience, and a little uſe your 
ſober Thoughts whilſt we propoſe to you 
a few ſerious Queſtions, And Conſcience 
charge thee, do thine Office. 


x. DID your Conſciences never rebuke you 
in ſecret, for your free Converſe with the 
Wicked, for your raſh and familiar Uſe of 
their Society ? Had you never any laward 
Horrors at their Courſe of Life ? Can you 
never remember any particular Seaſons or 
Intervals, wherein you had at leaſt a Thought 
and Suſpicion that ſtill you did amiſs in 
uſing ſuch Converſe? A Suſpicion that ſtill 
grew more uneaſy, the more you attend- 
ed thereto, and againſt which you had no 
other Way to defend your ſelves, but by 
turning it out of * Thoughts, and a 

3 re- 
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reſolv'd non-Attention'' to the vapleafing 
Suggeſtion? You may naw, perhaps; have 
overgrown this Uneaſineſs, and have no 
fuch Pangsz but let me ask you whether 
you have acted like Men, in thus ſtifling 
your - own Convictions, in this reſolved 
Deafneſs to the uneaſy Clamours of Con- 
ſcience? Whether you have done according 
to the Perſwaſions of Reaſon, in flyin 
theſe laward Motions, and uſing the nemo 
Artiſice, and ſometimes Violence, to free 
your ſelves from the troubleſome Thought 
Or is it juſtifiable in your own ſober Senſe, 


upon a beloved Society, in ſpite of your 
own relucting Thoughts, before you had 
debated the Matter throughly, and exami - 
ned whether you did well or ill, in ſuch a 
free Converſation with the Wicked? ; 


2. D-O you in your Conſciences believe 
that you are now anſwering the great End 
for whichyou were made? Do you think 
you were made for no other Ends than to 
grow ſenſual, brutiſh,and prophane,lewd,and 
Atheiſtical, by the charming Endearments 
of a mad Society? Can you in yourConſci- 
ences believe the great G O D gave you 
Powers, and Thought, and Time, and out- 
ward Enjoyment, to be thus us'd and ex- 
ercisd, and ſpent? What, in idle, imperti- 

| nent 


(if you have any remaining, ) to ruſh- thus 
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nent, ſcurrilous, lewd, blaſphemous, and 
Acheiſtical Diſcourſes and Behaviour, in vain 
Mirth. and Prodigality, in waſtful Expeg- 
ces, and a. dozy. Idleneſs? To live like 
Brutes, and by the powerful Impulſes of 
a ſenſual Nature, to Herd together for theſe 
moſt unmanly Purpoſes, without any Fore- 
Thought or Conſiceration, Oh Fatal 
Thovghtfulneſs? Is this a Life becqmii 
a rational Creature? Suiting the Ends 
its Being, or any Ways approvable to its 
own ſober Thoughts? Is this Converſe tru- 
ly Manly, this Society truly preferable ? 
Can you in your. own Conſciences. deem 
ic ſuch? You are then paſt the Reachand 


Relief of all Argment, are transform d in- 


to very Brutes and Monſters; but are real - 
ly ſo far from anſwering the End for which 
you were made, that you are doing what 
you can to contradict and oppoſe it, But 


however, we'll ſuppoſe you given up by 


GOD to make ſuch a falſe Eſtimate of 
Things, and will proceed farther with you 
on ſuch a Suppoſition. Let me ask you then 
farther. | — | | 
3. D O you really believe that theſe 


perſwaſions of yours, this Reliſh of che 


Society will continue for ever? That 
you ſhall always have the ſame De- 
light in the Converſe of theſe wicked Fools ? 
Do you think that you ſhall never be con- 

, F'S : vinc d 


* 
%. 


vinc'd that your preſent Notions 
ones? That yon ſhall never have any un- 
eaſy, reproa 


are Jou ſafe then from the Dangers and 
Ruins that are uſually the Conſequents of 
ſuch Society? Are you ſure you ſhall never 


hereafter pinch for your preſent Pleaſure, 
r your preſent Exceſſes? Or if 
not thus ſecure; are you ſafe from the 


or pine 


Torments of your own Mind, when your: 
Calamities ſhall awaken it? What, is it 
ſtupified then in your own Appreheaſions, 
beyond all Recovery? Will it never again 


be quickned to any Senſe and Feeling? Or 
do you think you ſhall charm the Tor- 
mentor, by a Reflection on your paſt De- 


lights, or have any other Conſiderations 


to Antidote againſt Inward Terrors and 
Torments? If you have ſuch a Thought let 


me enquire farther. —_ 2 


4. DID you never hear of a poor 
Wretch, that after he had been undone (as 


to Worldly Enjoyments) by ſuch Society, 
roan'd out the bittereſt Complaints againſt 
is lamentable Folly, raging at his Com- 


panions, and tormenting himſelf. One 
. who having brought Shame, and Diſgrace, 
and Ruin on himſelf thro” {| 
their Example, thro? theſe pleaſing Entice- 


and Poverty, 


ments, thro their Advice and unn, 
* b 


are miſinked. 


chful Self. Reflections on the 
Folly and Madneſs of your Converſe? What, 


mnelancholy, or raging; and at length to get 
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frſt languiſhd a while, aud thes ſank under 


the Inward Torturesof a grieved Mind,grew 


rid of his Internal Vexations, laid . 
Hands upon himſelf, and by Sword, or Pi- 
ſtol, or Rope, or Poyſon,burry'd himſelt from 
1 miſerable Lite, into a more miſerable Hell. 


II ay, did you never hear of ſuch a Perſon? 


Will none of the Ages paſt, nor our very 


degenerate one furniſh any ſuch Examples ? 


Yes Sirs, they are too common as well as 
deplorable. * And have you any Security, 
that the great GO D will not in Juſtice, 
leave you to languiſh under ſuch Inward 
orments, and at length execute juſtice 
upon you by your own Hands? Or can 
ou believe that you are Proof againſt 
ll ſuch Terrors and Vexations? What 
ave Jou to ſecure you againſt G O D's Ven- 
zeance, or to ſtupify your Souls more than 


Pthers, that you ſhould have any ſuch Con- 


iegce? But to ee 


5. DID: you never ſtand by. the Bed 
f a dy ying Companion. One who (per- 
aps) thro his Life was as fond of wick- 
d Company as you are; but when he 
ame to die, had a piercing Conviction 
f the Madneſs of his paſt Life and Con- 


Ferſe and in dreadful Agonies of Soul breath- 


N out the moſt doleful Farewell to his for- 


tr Mirth and ruinous Converſation ? Did 
you 


(4) 


you never hear the deſparing Groans that they 
ſuch utter, their terrifying Sbrieks and Out- 
cries, and the mournful Lamentat ions they 
make over their miſchie vous "Folly? Did 
never obſerve how their Countenauce 
and Carriage diſcover the painful Racking, 
Struggles, and Terrors of their diſeaſe 
Minds ? | 

I know indeed, its uſual for you in thi 
Calamity, to ſhife an Attendance on thy 
8 Aſſociate. But ſure your Love muſt 

e for once overpois'd your Dread < 

fuch a Sight, and carried you away to the 
Death. Bed of ſuch a Companion: And can 
you ever forget, how: he vex d at, and up. 
braided himſelf, how he aceus d, condemu di 
and curs d with deſpairing Vehemegcy andſt 
Rage, his Wicked Companions? With how 
much ſdlema Terror he warn d Sur vivo 
to take heed to themſelves, and avoid theFiour 
dangerous Rocks on which he had beenfonſc 
wreckt; eſpecially to leave that wickedFou 2 
Company, and Courſe of Living, that ſtar'dFight : 
fo hideouſ]y in his Face, and tormented hinfnd : 
in fo Ghaſtly a Manner, in the laſt lane De 
guiſhing Period of his Life? And finally Fence 
| In what Horrors and Anguiſh he groan ¶orme 
out his laſt Breath, and left the World ſie a 
And do you think theſe Terrors could bt = 
avoided ? The Mind diverted from that 
melancholy Thought, or eas'd under it at i 
Would they thus languiſh and pine ? wor pe t. 
1 9 


Coo _ | 
they chus rage at; and tent emſelves, if 
they could procure any Eaſe un Relief? | 

BUT if you decline a; Viſm to them 
hen thus diſtreſsd, what Reaſon. can you 
ender for it? Indeed 1 acknowledge it is 
o pleaſing Spectacle to ſee a Dear intimate 
hus ſtretch'd on the Rack, and in the 
igheſt Agonies of Soul declaring his Un- 
s&alineſs in Life, and Abhorrence of Death. 
zut let your Conſciences deal fairly with 
ou. Is not this the immediate real Rea - 
on of your Abſence, that you fear bis dy- 
ng Groans ſhould awaken your Conſcien- 
es, and ſpoil your ſinful Pleaſures, leſt - 
p-ou ſhould grow melancholy and raging as - 
yell as he, and have thereby a Period put 1 
St once to all your valued Enjoyments? | 19 
\nd do you really ſhrink from him in this 1 
:lamirty for this Reaſon? Ob mad Beha- _ | 
Tour“ What, do you know that you have = | 
Lonſciences within that don't approve what 15 
on are doing? Conſciences which ſuch a 
right and Obſervation will violently rouze ? 
inKad are you not wretchedly cheated by | 
af Pe Devil then, ſince if you have ſuch a Con- 
ly Fence, you have no Security againſt its 
nForments? The great G O D may in Ju- 
ld ice awaken it at his Pleaſure, and take 
| bY Thouſand Advantages againſt you, to ter- 
ch@y you with this Inward Tormentor. So 
inet in Reality, you are not like to eſ- 
" pe this Miſery by avoiding their Sight, 
1 | 


but 


. 
but only provoke GOD the more, and 
the more expoſe your ſelves to his Wrath 
thereby. Again | 


6. DO you ever expect to die your 


ſelves? And do you think, that in View of 
another World, into which you are juſt 
Jaunching forward, that you ſhall make any 
pleaſing Refle&ions on your Life and Com- 
pany ? Others who have gone before you, 
(tho' they could never be conviac'd before) 
have then acknowledged their Madneſs and 
rag'd at it. What ſhonld ſecure you againſt 
the ſame Convictions and Tortures? Do 
you think ( that when you are juſt hovering 
over an everlaſting World, and look in- 
to it, when in View of the dreadful Tri- 
bunal of GOD, and juſt: ready to appear 
thereat, ) it will no Way contribute to your 
Terror and Diſturbance, to bethink your 
ſelves, how madly you have ſpent your 
Time, and in what mad Society and Mirth 


vou have drown'd all ſerious, practical, and; 


ſound Thovgths of GOD, your Souls, and 
another World? Or ſhall you then have 

any Reliſh of that Sociery, in which you 
have fo fooliſhly thrown away your Time 
to GODs great Diſhonour, your own 


greateſt Prejudice? Will their Mirch and 


Jollity, their loud Laughter, or impertinent 
Prating or Diſputes, make then any Mu- 
fick in your Ears? Will you then wow 

| | an 


— 


nö 
chooſe ſuch Converſe ? Will not the moſt 
grave and ſerious Society, Who can talk 
to you warmly, feelingly, and with Savour 


Jof the Things of GOD, who can pray 


with yon, and for you, who can give yon 
good Advice, and inſtru@ you how to make 
your Peace with GOD, and to eſcape 
the Miſeries before you, be then more 
eſteem'd? And are you not worſe than mad, 
to chooſe ſuch for your Companions whilſt 
alive, which (if you die in your Senſes, and 
are not given up by GOD to a repro- 
date Mind,) you'll hate above all others 
when you come to die, and ſcarce endure 
to ſee them; or if you do ſee them, it 
muſt be with Horror, at their, and your 


own deſperate Folly; to your own Inward 


Grief and Reproach; to their Terror and 
Torment? Again | 8 


7. HOW do you think ſuch Company 
will pleaſe, when you make your Appearatite 
in the Judgment, and ſhall have your Lives 
enquir'd into, at that dreadful Bar of GOD ? 
They, did by their Advices, Example and 
Encouragements, help to buoy up your 
Spirits whilſt alive: Do you think they Il 
afford yoo any ſuch Relief againſt the Me- 
naces of an angry Judge, and the Terrors of 
your Condemnation on ſuch a Day? When 
all your Deeds of Darkneſs ſhall be ex- 
pos d to Light, all your ſnameful Practices 


mall 
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{hall be publiſh d to the World, not wich 

0 and Raillery, and Pleaſure, as your 
Ives have done heretofore, but with dread. 


ful Vengeance. Not do make Sport for you, 


but to fill- you with Shame, and bluſhing 
Indignation. And do you chiak it will be 
any Ways pleafidg, to have it declar d to 
the en i chat in god ging Com- 

ny, and Practices, you ſpent your pre- 
— Time, to GO DOs Diſhonour, * 
* own Ruin? Will you have Courage 

own and defend your Compaaions in 
in the Preſence of your | Judge, the Holy 
Angels, and Glorified Saints, ſome of which 
rhaps) caution'd you agaiaſt the perilous 
ſſociation? Sure, if you have the common 
Senſe and Feeling of Men, you muſt trem- 
» & the Thoughts of a Convention be- 
e that Judge, on ſuch a Seaſon, in' the 
Preſence of ſo many Glorieus Spefators, 
with ſo diſhogourable, baſe, and wicked 1 
Company: You, can never think it will be 
any | elief to you then, to have your Al- 


ſociates around you, to haye them e 
l 


| there, tho you can now make a Shift thro 
their Preſence, Example and Encourage- 


ment, to free your ſelves from yout Inward 
Torments, by a ſtupid gon-Attention to 
the Suggeſtions of your, own Miads? But 


. And 1 ſhall fay no mote. Do you 
think ſuch Society as this will be pleaſing 
3 3 25 ** R to 


to you, when you ſhall be chaigd up in 
ntrer Darkneſs, with them, among Devils 
and damned Spirits? Do you think their 
Shrieks and Out-cries and deſpairing La- 
mentations, will tend to rhe Quiet of 
your enraged Conſciences, or the ſtifling 


your Groahs ? Do you think they Il be chen 


able or willing to adminiſter any of their 
Ancient Cordials for your Relief? No, let 


me tell you, all ſinful pleaſing Objects will 


be then remov'd far away from your Sight 
and Reach :. You'll have nothing to grati- 
fy Appetites and Pa ſſions, nothing to di- 
vert from the unęaſy Reproaches of your 
own Thoughts, nothing to ſtop out the 
Noiſe and frightful Din of their Groans, 
and raging, Out-cries: Nay, throughout 
Eternity, will you rave at them, and they 
with the moſt venemous Spite'return 
Reproaches upon yon, ſo that you'll be 
ever curſiag and tearing each other, with 
the higheſt Malignity of enraged Spirits. 
OH Sirs, you can't conceive how the 
very Sight- of each other then will terri- 
fy,how much you wou'd then ſhun each others 
Sight if you could; and when you cannot; 
how much. 'twill whet your raging Paffi: 
ons, and provoke you ro wreck on .cac 
other the moſt deviliſh Spite. Every Re- 
fletion upon a Seaſon. of Pleaſure you en- 
joy'd together, in the former Courſe o 
F you: 


T 
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. 
your Life, will ſharpen your Rage againſt 
each other; the dearer you were to each 
other in Life, the more pleas'd with each 
others Company, the more hatefut will yo 
be then, the more dreaded and abhorr'd. 
Alas! Can you think that {when'G O Df 
Wrath ſhall be there pour d forth upon 
you to the uttermoſt, and you ſhall feel 
the 4 Ruins brought upon you, by And 
a Courſe of Sin) you will be able to avoid 
theſe mutual Upbraidings, and Vexations? Necla 
No, certainly when you conſider how much F 
your mutual Converſe contributed to that 
your Miſery, and haſtend you away the 

more pleaſantly, and certainly thither, F*: 
twill. be impoſſible to eſcape each others 
Reproaches and lajuries, each others vene- F"*: 
mous Laſhes and Tortures. You'll then 
faint, and die, at each others Sight, as you 
now languiſh for it, as much ſhun as you 
court the Company: But you would never 
willingly whilſt alive, and you ſhall then 
be confin'd to them, and for ever be tor. 
mented, exaſperated, and ſtung with theit 
_ raging Reproaches, Miſchiefs and Tor- 
AND can you yet have Courage to con - F 
tinue the Aſſociates of wicked Fools? Can: 
you be content, for the Enjoyment of their 
Company, to run all theſe Hazards, and thus 
expoſe your ſelves ?Expoſe your ſelves to the 
uneaſy Checks and Reproaches of your Con- 


ſciences 


2 | 
Iciences, whillt yon live, awakened. by the 
zlamities and raping Deaths of your Com- 
+ anions! Expoſe your ſelves to the Wrath 
f GOD when 725 die, and to that Shame , 
ad Confuſion of Face which will ſeize you 
$a che General Judgmenx before the whole 
World, for your Choice of ſuch Society !. 
y And finally .expoſe you to the everlaſting. 
Malice and Rage of your now deareſt Aſ- 
ſociates (and that .growa, moſt venomous 
and deadly) in a future Hell! Then you are 
orſe than mad, and paſt the Reach of all 
Urgument. But I hope GOD will by 
heſe Conſideracions, awaken ſome, and 
ring them to a ſerious Enquiry, what 
+ Juſt be doge for their Eſcape from the Con- 
en eion, and the Danger: And for ſuch I ſub- 
en che following Directions. | 


bs Dir. 1. GO away, and humbly con- 
Wl uato GO D, deplore before him, and 
arneſcly beg Pardon from him, for the 
Pia you have been guilty of, in chooſing 
and delighting ia the Company of wicked 
Fools. I don't mean barely that you ſhould 
go into the Preſence of G OD, and tell him 
hat you have thus ſinfully play'd the Fool; 
But endeayour firſt of all, by a ſerious ang 
bus Thoughttal Conſideration of the Madnels 
the End Sinfulneſs of your paſt Courſe, to 
get a Feeling thereof, that ſo you may 
elteem your telves exceeding vile, your 


© Life 


Life and Coverſation exceeding ſinful, and 
may thereupon go to GO D, and with deep 7 
Compunction and Grief of Heart, with 
the loweſt. Humility and debaſing Senſe of 
your Selves, with the moſt hateful and an- and 
gry. Conceptions of your Sin, confeſs it to fp; 
him, deplore and lament before him your % 
Folly, Madneſs, and Tranſgreſſion, that 
you. ſhould in ſuch'a Manner diſhonour him, 
waſt your precious Time, to the great Hort 
of your own Souls, 'to the Damage, Hard- 
ging, nay (perhaps) the eternal Ruin of 
dme of your Companions, whom G OD 
may have hurried away in his juſt Wrath, 
ſince you have had an Intimacy with the 
Society. ge 3” 3 n 

AND ob! earneſtly pray to G O P, that 

for Chriſt's ſake, he would pardon theſe r 
heinous and vile Offences of yours. Beg 
that he would blot out your very foul Tranſ- 
greſſions, that he would not charge them 
on you, to your utter Ruin, as you have 
deſer vd, but that according to the Multi- Niti 
tudes of his tender Mercies in Chriſt, he 
would receive you, and welcome you, a 
E. returning Prodigals, willing now toy; 
eave the Society, and to give your ſelveheaG 
up to him thro Chriſt,” to be juſtify'd by; 
his Blood and Righteouſneſs, and ſay'd fron 
deſerv'd Wrath. And when you have thu 
done, it is fit I ſhould adviſe you, 
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pf Dr. 2. IMMEDIATELY without | 


h ny more Delay, utterly to break off from 
i the Society, to renounce them for ever, 


I-Eand reſolve that you'll never more uſe their 


0 Eramiliar Converſation. On all Occaſions 
(unleſs where real Neceſlity obliges) ſhun 


abandou the deareſt Intimate, when ſick of 
the Plague 3 and flee for your own Safety. 
Do fo here alſo. Deſert this ruinous So- 
ofciery at once, and for ever. If you med- 
De with them again, you expoſe your ſelves 
o the ſame, perhaps greater Danger: 
evo I quickly be won by their plauſible 
Pretences and Inſinuations, quickly forget 
hat che Terrors you have felt, all your 
e>KBGriefs and Lamentations, if you come with- 
zehn their Reach, till you are quite out of 
anger. Keep them then at the fartheſt 
elFnoſſible Diſtance: Allow them not your 
aVeEar, nor any free and pleaſing Conver- 
thFicion with you; as much as you can, avoid 
ben Converſation with them. To a Mind 
» Seruly ſenſible of the Evil, and Danger of 
v Evil Company, this Advice will ſeem fo 
IvFeaſonable, that every Exception againſt it 
bein at the firſt View, look too frivolous 
5 o deſerve an Anſwer : However, that we 


Wittle to anſwer One or Two. 
. 2 | 


8 YOU'LL 


( 


them, fly from them. You would thus. 


ay fully clear our Way, we'll pauſe a 


44...——— — 
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( 100 | 
' YOU'L L. ſay, perhaps, it is hard to 
break off in ſo abrupt a Manner trom Com- 
pany, we fhall be charg'd with Incivility, 
and Want of good Breeding. Gradually 
we will wichdraw from the Society, bur 


all at once we cannot do it. Let me tell 
you, if 'you yield thus far, we have gain'd 
nothing upon you; the treacherous Evil 
will again get an eaſy and a quiet Poſleſſi- 
on of you, youll very quickly be knit as 
faſt to the Society as ever. And your Re- 


_ covery afterward will be much morediff- 


cult than now, if ever GOD ſhould again 
give you a Seaſe of your Danger, and don't 
immediately upon your Return to the Com- 
pany, give you up for deſperate. And let me 
ask you, would you reckon it uncivil, ſhould 
you make an halty Eſcape from a mad Com- 
panion, that with a drawn Sword attemp:- 


ed your Life? Or would you in meer good 


Nature, expoſe your ſelf in his Company, 
and hazard your own Murther? And it you 
would not thus in Civility venture your 
Life, will you yer veature your Soul, and 
Ecernal Miſery. . Be perſwaded to take 
Solomon's Advice; Enter not into the Path of 
the Wicked, go not into the Way of evil Do- 
ers, avoid it, Paſs not by it, turn from it 

and paſs away. "aha 
AGAIN you'll ſay, but alas we ſhall 
be laught at, and ſcorn'd by our Compa- 
ons, they1l droll upon us, and make n 
| 5 
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the Matter of their ſportive Mirth. But 
is this indeed an Evil to be dreaded? Who 
would not deſpiſe the Laughter of a Fool 
or mad-Man? And why is it theſe Men 
laugh? But - becauſe they are blinded by 
the Devil, and ſee not their Danger - 
And is che Scoffing Mirch of ſuch miſera— 
ble mad-Mezn to be regarded? But beſides, 
it is really little better than Madneſs to 
make this Objection; for which is moſt for- 
midable, the Mirth of wicked Fools, or 
the Vengeance of the great GOD? Which 
is the eaſier Cilamity, to be laught at 
by them, or to be damn'd for ever? To 
be their Sport for a little while on Earth, 
or in their Company to ridicule what is 
moſt Sacred, and then go with them to Hell, 
and in the Bittereſt Anguiſh of Soul, 
how! there for ever. But 


3. GO to the Depth of the Diſtemper, 
be ſenſible of your curſed natural Depra- 
vation, and be reſtleſs in your ſelves till 
you have obtain'd of G OD, ſanctifyd 
Hearts. Do not reckon the Cure is effet- 
ed by your deſerting the Society, unleſs 
the Contagion you have ſack'd in by their 


Conyerſe is purg'd out by the Grace of E. 2. 22, 

GOD, and your Souls are new born 23 4. 

thro his mighty Power, after his Image: cu. 3. 10. 

Ualeſs you are indue'd from on High, with 

a Diſpoſedneſs, _ a prevalling * 3. 152. 
| 3 0 
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Fon. 8. 4, of Spiritual Objects, Exerciſes. and Plea- 
5,6. Pſal. ſures: Until you have an Inward Habitu- 


139. 21, 
22. Phil. 


3. 8. Pſal, ad the nat 8 
5 6. Plal ety which will humour, and gratify, and 


97. 10. Ro. 
12. 9. 


al Loathing of every Thing which is really 
evil; and therefore eſpecially of that Soci- 
inſtigate, and confirm evil Principles, and 


Inſtigations: Until you have a prevailing 
Love to GOD, and Chriſt, and Holineſs, 


and the Heavenly Felicity, and do ( in 


Compariſon of theſe) reckon/ the Buſineſs 
of the World meer Dreams and Shadows, 
and every Thing that is diſpleaſing to 
GOD and Chriſt, and oppoſite to the 
Life of Faith bere,, and the Heavealy Life 
above, vile and abominable ; you are not 


got out of the Reach of Infection by evil 


Company, nor then neither indeed, without 


ſerious. Caution and Watchfulneſs, Let 
it then be your chief Buſineſs. to get 
Holy, Spiritual, Heavenly Hearts. Pray 


Erb. 6.18. carneſtly to GOD thro' Chriſt for this, 


And oh, don't give over praying, till yon 
find ſuch Spriricuality and Heavealineſs is 
become the reigning Temper of your Minds; 
till (from a prevailing Reliſh of much 
better Things) you do as much abhor ſuch 
ſiaful Society, as ever heretofore you va- 
lued and lov'd, and made Choice of it; 
"till you can converſe with GOD in So- 
litude, with his Saints, about the great 
Things of his Kingdom, with much great- 
er Pleaſure and Freedom than ever you wa 
5 then 


their Company In one Word, be at no 
Reſt in your Sel ves, give GOD no Reſt, but 


even weary him wich your Prayers, till 
your Soul is pleaſedly devoted to GOD 


: > 


through Chriſt, aad doth Heartily abbor 
every Thing that is diſpleaſing to him. 


And then thro? bis Grace with the Ex- 


erciſe of a due Vigilancy, Jou àre likely to 
eſcape the perilous Snares of evil Company. 
And when the Matter is brought to this 


proſperous Iſſue, it is fit to adviſe you, 


4. T O labour with true Chriſtian Pity 
and Earneſtneſs to fetch off, as many as 
you can influence, ' from the contagious | 
and ruinous Society. Labour hafd With 

GOD in your Prayers for them, and re- 
member, that if GOD by his Grace, hath 


ſav'd you from the Miſery and Ruin which 


your Company with them threatned, that it 
is a Piece of Juſtice you owe them, to do 
ſomewhat for their Converſion, whom by 
your Preſence and Example, you have per- 
haps brought over, and faſten'd to the 
Society, or encouragd to continue among 
them. and fin with them. Do what you 
can then, to warn them of their Danger, 
to convince them of the real, Difference 
in Point of Safery, Honour, Advantage, 
aud Pleaſure, between the Brutiſh, Carnal, 
Wordly, Careleſs Life they do yet lead, 
and you once liv'd' with them, and that 
rs © of Ws Holy, 


Hol GE 8 | 

oly, . Hom Selt-denying, Spiritual, 
Heavenly Life, which through the migh- 
ty one of Divine Grace, you have been 
perſwaded and enabled to live. Uſe your 
utmoſt Art and Perſwaſion to draw them 


from the Society of evil Doers, and pre- 


vail upon them to taſt and ſee how good 


GOD is, and how much more Manly, ct 


Pleaſing, "Glorious, his Service is, than 
the baſe Servitude of Luſt, and the De- 
vis Drudgery: How much more Noble, Eu- 
tertaining Converſe tis to talk of the great 
Matters of the Chriſtian Life, the great 
and good Things the Chriſtian hopes for, 
than of the groſſer Pleaſures of Seaſe,' che 
empty, trifling, unconcerning Prattle, in 

whic "onſavRified and wicked mpeg 
ſpend "their Time. And pray earneſtly 
that G OD would give a Bleſſing to your 
Eine for the Recovery of your Cos 


pahions. My 


| . abe, Is to ch as have yet cg: 
ed wicked Company. I mean ſuch as is 
2 and Fandalouſly ſuch. Oh 'Sirs, be 
per watted | to avoid ſuch ruinous Society 
as this'; keep out of Reach, and as much 
as you can, ſhun all Cony rſe wich ey 
and never. be with, them but in Caſes o 
Neceſſity, Eſpecially let me adviſe the 

TH: to ſhun fuck Contagious and ru- 
bc ee can't * you are Ting 
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ling at once to be ruin d as to both Worlds, 
nor can Ir, with their Eyes open, leap 
into everlaſting Miſery. No, the Devil 
knows this, and as much as he can hides 
the Danger: He hath an Art to blind Mens 
Eyes, and charm them into a non-Attendance 
to the Miſery before them, and ſo deſtroys 


| aner and unwary Souls. He doth 


not open to their View the Flames of Hell, 
that would ſcare them from ſwallowing his 
Bates, and hearken to his rvinous Perſwa- 
ſions : But he ſtrews the Way thicher with 
Flowers, inſtigates by proper Baits and 
Objects, their Carnal Minds, per ſwades them 
to follow the Impulſe of depraved , Appe- 
tites and Paſſions, and to uſe thoſe Methods 
that will gratify and earage theſe Appetites; 
and ſo leads them forward bliadly to ever- 


laſting Ruin. But Sirs, let me perſwade 


you to be- think your ſelves, whether we 


have not fairly repreſented the dangerous 


Tendency of evil Company. And can 
you dare to chooſe. and prefer it, when 
the Danger is ſo certain and  unavoida- 
ble! Let me ask you if you felt a Natural 
IaſtinQ, urging you over a Precipice, eve- 


ry Time yon came near one, or perſwading 


you to plunge into. the Water and drown 
your ſelves, ever. Time vou ſtood on the 
Shore, would you not check the dangerous 


Inſtinct, and avoid carefully all ſuch Rocks 


been, Wald. ken e en, EASY 


a — 


— Ag. 
to GOD for Deliverance from the deſtrt- 
Qive Impulſe? And will ye not do the ſame 
in the preſent Caſe, where Native Cot- 
ruption adviſes you to plunge forward intd 
endleſs Flames, and puſhes you into that 
Society that will help forward your ever- 
laſting Ruin? Will you not check this pow- 
erful Propenſio of corrupt Nature, avoid 
the Society and ſeek ro GOD for a Cure, 
for a Deliverance from the Danger of ſuch 
innate Perſwaſion? Yes Sirs, be perſwaded 
do labour hard, till you feel your Souls ſan- 
ctified and renewed by Grace, have given 
up your ſelves to GOD thro' Chrift, and 
are become in a prevailing Manner, ſuited 
ro the Divine Life and Converſe. This 
will poiſe you, and keep you ſteady againſt 
all the Power of wicked Perſwaſion, no- 
thing elſe will: Tis Grace alone that will 
eſtabliſh the Heart. And by all Means 
keep out of the Influence of ſach wicked 
Fools. Adjoyn your ſelves to the Com- 
pany of ſuch as have a Savour of. real Re- 
ligion, and diſcover it in their Converſati- 
on, Prize Acquaintance with them, delight 
in them, and rather chooſe Retirement and 


Solitude, than the hurtful Converſation of 


the wicked. And tho this may ſeem aa 
hard Injunction to ſuch: as are young, and 
feel very powerful Propenſions to Soci- 


« 


; ety, yer I ſuppoſe 1 need nor as K them 
- whether they are willing to be e 
[ Ve! x 
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for Company. Nor. when | have propos d 


that Queſtion, need I ſay any more to evi» 
dence the Reaſon and Seaſonableneſs of 
this Advice. t A 
IN a Word, be perſwaded to labour 
far the Cure of natural Corruption, for a 
Reconciliation. to G O D thro' Chriſt, 
for Sanctified, Holy, Heavenly Hearts and 
Frames Keep out of the dangerous So- 
ciety of the Wicked, till you have obtain d 
this at the Hands of GOD, and then I'll 
truſt you for your future Converſe : lucli- 
nation, and a cautious Concern for your 
ſelves, will then operate together with the 
Grace of God, to. prevent your Intection. 
And let the certain Truth of what we 
have ſer before you, be usd by you, as a 
conſtant Motive to enforce this Advice. 
Once more, r * 


35 Exbor. TO true Believers. Such 


as are in a prevailing Degree ſanctifed. 


As much as you can, avoid Familiarity with the 
Wicked, Indeed as tar as Juſtibable Worldly 
Buſineſs, as far as true Human Friendſhip 
(with Safety to themſelves, and a Salve 
to the Honour of GO D) will plead for 
ſuch Converſe, I have nothing to object 
againſt it. But few upon Enquiry will find 
theſe are the only Motives to their Con- 


verſe. Few but will upon a due Exami- 


nation, be found guilty of a freer Con- 


nt —— 


* 
ry 2 — nhl hers es. 


80 „ 
* . * T + > 

- 3 — 
: * * 


N 
verſation, and greater Compliance, that 
wan be honeſtly accounted for, on theſe 
„ dg 950A DAY. FO 
YOU who are guilry then, be perſwa: 
ded to humble your ſelves before G O'D, 
that you have been too ready to go into 
the Company, before Reaſon advis'd there. 
to, too free in the Company after once 
yon were enter'd. Aad oh! be more cau- 
.tious and 'wary for the future. Keep up 
_ a ſtricter Watch, that you may not ven- 
ture into the Society, but for juſtificable 
Ends; that when you are with them, you 
may comply no farther than is allowable by 
the ſtrict Rules of your Profellion. III 
only urge this Advice with a few Motives, 
aa fi 


Moe. 1. THE Honour of G O P te- 
quires your great Care in this Caſe. It 
is next to impoſſible to be in ſome Com- 
pany, and not be Witneſſes to their high 
Provocations and Afftonts of the Great 
Majeſty of Heaven and Earth: And can a 


Chriſtian with a due Regard to GO D's 
Honour, mingle with ſuch Society, and 


have a free Converſe with them any far- 
ther than there is flat Neceſſity for it ? 
But however the Chriſtian's Profeſſioa ob- 
liges him to have ſuch a Regard to his 
own Converſation, and walk fo carefully 
2s to manifeſt in his whole Behaviour, a 


great 


VC or * A SS . a HG,” ee &5&- 


85 


great Reverence of GOD, Zeal for ks. 


Glory, and Concern to pleaſe him, which 


he can never teſtify by a familiar Converſe. 


with the Wicked. He diſhonours G00 


then by too free a Converſation with them, 
by a too great Readineſs to joyn their 
Company, or continue therein, when upon 
juſtifiable Occaſions he is with them; "oy. 
much more by ' ſhewing any Pleaſcdn 


with their Converie and Behaviour, and 4 


therefore ſhould avoid 8 

2. YO u R own Souls chief 88 
quires alſo your Care in this Reſpect. You, 
carry corrupt Natures about with you, that 


are ia Danger of Iafection from evil Com- 


pany. You will eaſily take a Carnal Tincture 
from Carnal Society, grow light and vain 
if you accompany with ſuch, and you may 


eaſily perceive. what a Diſreliſh of ſerious. 


and ſacred Things is left upon your Mind, 
after ſuch Converſe, and how much tis 


therefore your Concera to ſhun the So- 
ciety, if you would preſerve a ſerious Frame 


of Spirit. Aad tho' this Influence ſhould 
not prevail co your Seductioſ into a Courſe 
of Sin, (the Principle of Grace within for- 
bidding that,) yet it may retard your Pro- 
greſs towards Glory, and ſlacken your Pace, 


flatten your Taſt of Spiritual Things, make 
you more liſtleſs and indifferent than yon 


ſhould be, (than otherwiſe you would be 2 


— — _* 
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to the Things of GOD; and ſo prove a J ſucl 

great Hindrance, and in G O'D's juſt judg- if! 

ment, a great Diſquiet to you in your jour- I at 

- ney. So that you evidently hurt your felves | Lo! 
WD % Q 


3. You'll prejudice thoſe alſo with whom or 
you converfe. They'll encourage themſetves I ant 
in their wicked Courſe, when they have you | an 
for their free Aſſociates. Nor can you ima- I hit 
gine how much twill help forward the vi- T. 
cious Inclination in them, to have the Con- ex 
-nivance of any that are truly Godly, I me 
and much more to have them for their th 
Abettors: Nay, but the Company of one I an 
who makes a ſtricter Profeſſion than them- an 
ſelves, tho they are really as great Ene- m 
mies to the Inward. Life and Power of Re- | W 
ligion, will very much encourage them to | © 
grow more Bold and Licentions. They 
fancy ſuch a Perſon's Preſence will either | P 
ſanctify the greateſt Villanies, or at leaſt} 
excuſe them. And is it not then the Con- 
cern of every truly Godly Perſon, to avoid 
the Society, out ot Pity and Charity for 
theſe Self- Deſtroyers, when they II make 
ſuch an ill Uſe of his being there? Once 
more, and 1 have done. Np" ORs 


ene 


4. It would be proper for the Chriſtian 
ſometimes to think ſeriouſly with himſelt, 
what if GOD ſhould come, and ay. me 


\ 
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ſuch Society as this, to Judgment ! What 


if ] ſhould be immediately arreſted whilſt 
I am there, and carry'd away to the Bar of my 
Lord! How could I anſwer for my aſſoci- 
ating with them ? What Account ſhould T 
give for my Coming into the Company, 
or my Behaviour there? Will the: Motives 


and Principles that brought me thither, 


and kept me there, endure to be ſcan'd by 
him? Did we live more in View of this 
Tribunal, we ſhould be more careful and 
exact in ordering our Converſation; ſhou'd 
more adjuſt our Thoughts and Actions to 


the Preſcriptions of God's Holy Word, 


and avoid thereby a great many Errors 


and Miſtakes in our Conduct, eſcape a great 


many Miſchiefs and Dangers to which 
we otherwiſe en both ous ſelves. and 


others. wy int 
Many more NMotives might be us'd to 


preſs this Advice; but 1 ſhall conclude all 


with the Words of the Apoſtle Paul, Bu cor. 6. 
not unequally yo ted together with Unbilieverts 1 1521 Ge 
For what Communion bath Righteouſneſs with 7. 


Unrighteouſneſs, or Light with Darkneſs? dr 
what Concord hath Chriſt with Belial * And 
what Agreement hath the Temple of God winh 


Idols ? Wherefore come out 72 among them. 


ſaith the Lord; and be ye ſeperate, and touch 
not the wales Thing —_ '1 
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